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CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 23, 2012

A Regular Meeting of the CITY COUNCIL of the City of Port St.
Lucie was called to order by Mayor Faiella on April 23, 2012, at
7:00 p.m., at Port St. Lucie City Hall, 121 SW Port St. Lucie
Boulevard, Port St. Lucie, Florida.

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL

Council Members

Present: Mayor JoAnn M. Faiella
Vice Mayor Linda Bartz
Councilman Jack Kelly
Councilwoman Shannon M. Martin

Members Not
Present: Councilwoman Michelle Lee Berger

Others Present: Gregory J. Oravec, City Manager/

CRA Director

Roger G. Orr, City Attorney

Sherman A. Conrad, Parks & Recreation
Director

Edward Cunningham, Communications Director

Joel Dramis, Building Official

Edwin M. Fry, Jr., Assistant Finance
Director

Carol M. Heintz, Assistant City Clerk

Daniel Holbrook, Planning & Zoning Director

Brad Keen, Assistant Director, Parks and
Recreation

Officer Fred Knaggs, Police Department

Renee Major, Risk Management Director

Jesus A. Merejo, Utilities Director

Brian E. Reuther, Police Chief

Patricia Roebling, City Engineer

Anthony Veltre, Code Compliance Specialist

Susan Williams, Human Resources Director

April C. Stoncius, Deputy City Clerk

3. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Assistant City Clerk gave the Invocation, and Mayor Faiella
led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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4. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD
LEE GRIFFIS - PORT ST. LUCIE ARTS LEAGUE

Mr. Griffis said, “I have Dbeen a resident since 2000. I
volunteer with Big Brothers Big Sisters as a reading mentor, and
at New Horizons as a volunteer art instructor. I was elected as
the president of an arts club initiated 20 years ago that is now
registered with the state as the Port St. Lucie Arts League. We
are a not-for-profit organization. I want to thank the Mayor'’s
Office for their immediate response to my recent request. I
would like to cordially invite any member of the Council to
speak to the artistic membership to advise what they feel the
City’s role should be in the future development of the cultural
image of Port St. Lucie for tourism and further building
development, and the role that voluntary citizens should play
towards it.”

NAOMI BERNSTEIN - ART IN SCHOOLS

Ms. Bernstein stated, “I am the second Vice President of the St.
Lucie County Arts League. I’m very concerned about our children.
I want to see them have what I had when I was growing up, which
was a good background in the arts. If you have any influence
over the Board of Education, my suggestion is to find out if we
have qualified teachers teaching art.” Vice Mayor Bartz said,
“We can contact the St. Lucie County School Board to find out
how many art teachers we have in our schools.” Ms. Bernstein
remarked, “Thank you.”

LAWRENCE STRUCK - WESTPORT WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

Mr. Struck said, *“I 1live at 3407 SW Hill Court. I'm here to
address an issue from January of last year. I contacted the City
Attorney to give him some information. We have a sound issue
coming from the Wastewater Treatment Facility at the west gate
on Darwin that bothers my family and my neighbors. The City
addressed the issue of sound a year ago when they put up sound
barriers in July. It is not working, and my wife is unable to
sleep in her own bed. It penetrates the walls and comes through
the windows. Three gentlemen came out to inspect it, and they
heard the sound that we are describing. Some days it 1is
amplified more than the day that they came out. I would like to
give the City Attorney an update of the days that he doesn’t
know about. I’d like to ask for the Council’s help to resolve
the issue, because it is destroying my wife, literally.”

Mayor Faiella said, “I thought that we dealt with this issue
when we spent money for the sound barriers. What is the status,
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staff?” The City Attorney responded, “After I spoke with Mr.
Struck, I contacted Mr. Merejo to ask 1if he could send someone
out there. I received an email from Bruce Sloan, which says, ‘I
responded to the noise complaint at 3407 SW Hill Court this
morning. I met with Mr. Struck and two of my operators, John
Lamb and Ed White, were also present. We walked to the west side
of Parr, directly in line between his house and the OC blower to
listen for his noise concern. It was difficult at times with
workers operating a weed wacker and a lawnmower, vehicle
traffic, and a couple of planes overhead, but we were able to
identify his concern. There is a slight noise that travels up
the waterway 1in his direction that would go away when we shut
off the unit. Mr. Struck’s wife was able to distinguish when the
blower was on or off from her house when we tested it. 1In
response to his questions, I reported that the blower runs 24/7
with no fluctuation 1in speed. Therefore, the sound 1level 1is
constant. The only variables would be interference from other
sources as mentioned above. I believe he 1s correct that it
would be more noticeable late at night when everything is quiet.
Mr. Struck was very pleasant, and thanked me several times for
taking the time to come over. I gave him my business card so
that he would know who he spoke with, and reminded him that all
correspondence must go through the City Attorney’s Office. If
you require any additional information, please contact me.’”

Mr. Struck said, “The wind factor has a lot to do with it. This
weekend it was extremely 1loud, and was heard two blocks away
from where I live. I’m concerned about my wife and neighbors.
Sound barriers were put up last year around July, but it didn’t
eliminate the noise. I'm asking for help, so that my wife can
sleep in her bed peacefully.”

THOMAS LADOMIRAK - JOBS/THE CROSSTOWN PARKWAY/PARK SAFETY

Mr. Ladomirak said, “T encourage the City to obtain more
manufacturing jobs, because people with limited skills will be
able to find work. Also, the Governor did not approve the
funding for the Crosstown Parkway connection west of I-95, but
maybe some other funding can be obtained. When the connection
with the traffic light is implemented on the eastern segment of
the Crosstown Parkway, maybe the South Florida Water Management
District would agree to fund it. They could get the road in
initially, and then put the traffic light in at a later date. I
will also be willing to wvolunteer some time on the weekends to
help implement park safety.”

STEVE CARROLL - MONEY AND TAXES
Mr. Carroll said, “Next year we have a debt coming up in the
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amount of $3.89 million for City Center. The way that I read it,
it is going to come from non-ad valorem taxes. It sounds like we
will be getting a tax increase. Are there any suggestions other
than increasing taxes to pay for 1it?” Mayor Faiella responded,
“The City Manager is working on it.” Mr. Carroll stated, “I went
to the Finance Department, who couldn’t pin down what a non-ad
valorem tax 1is. Is 1t a cell phone tax, or the sewer and water
fee surcharge, or all of them? I am trying to get a list of what
might be affected, so people can plan for it.” Councilman Kelly
explained, “The way things are going, 1if we do not get a
decrease in valuation from the tax appraiser, we will be okay. I
think we will be alright. We will have enough to pay for it. The
City Manager 1s doing a great job, and has already found quite a
bit of money.” Mayor Faiella commented, *“That is even with the
anticipation of a decrease in the ad wvalorem tax.” Mr. Carroll
said, "There 1is a second round of foreclosures, so I was Jjust
inquiring about it. Thank you.”

JOSEPH PATRONIE - REORGANIZATION

Mr. Patronie said, “We all need to pray for the success of all
government agencies. I support the statement that Vice Mayor
Bartz made about the movement of management in our 50 year
history. It was a clean sweep, because all of the senior police
officers that gave wus outstanding service for the last two
decades were removed from duty. We are approaching hurricane
season, and have three employees in the command position with
little or no Dbackground at the command level. Also, our
honorable Police Chief Brian E. Reuther’s retirement is at hand.
We need to bring him back into active duty, and let him serve at
his pleasure.”

5. PROCLAMATIONS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
a) PROCLAMATION - NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

The Assistant City Clerk read the proclamation for National Day
of Prayer, and Mayor Faiella presented it to Pastor Sam Chess,
Pastor Tim O'’Carroll, Pastor Paul Phipps, and Pastors Bob and
Bianca Roach.

Pastor Sam Chess said, “On behalf of everyone, I would like to
thank the Mayor and the City Council for reinstating the
National Day of Prayer in our City. We are very appreciative,
thankful, and grateful to God for this proclamation. We accept
it with pride, and gratefulness. Thank you very much.”

Pastor Bob Roach said, “It is with great honor that we receive
this proclamation, recognizing the National Day of Prayer for
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the churches and citizens of Port St. Lucie. This proclamation
unites the great City of Port St. Lucie with thousands of cities
and municipalities across the United States of America. In doing
this, we as a City and as a church, have joined our hands and
spirits with our fellow Americans. The President of the United
States and our National Congress have issued a similar
proclamation, and from it I now quote, ‘It is thus fitting that
from the earliest years of our country’s history, Congress and
the President have set aside days to recognize the role prayer
has played in so many definitive moments in our history. On this
National Day of Prayer, let us follow the example of Presidents,
like Lincoln and others. Congress, by public law, has amended
and called on the President of the United States to issue each
year a proclamation designating the first Thursday in May as a
National Day of Prayer. I, the President of the United States,
ask all people of faith to join me in asking God almighty for
guidance, mercy, and protection for our nation.’ Thursday, May
3, 2012, 1is National Day of Prayer at the Port St. Lucie
Community Center on Airoso Boulevard. There will be a free
breakfast at 8:30 a.m., followed by united City prayer. We are
thankful for those 1in the City government who have made
arrangements to participate in the event. We extend an
invitation to all of you and to the City Council, to join the
faith community as we pray for our nation, state, cities,
communities, and all of its elected officials. Thank you.”

Pastor Bianca Roach stated, “It is a privilege to receive this
proclamation from the Mayor. I was raised to have a tremendous
faith in God. It has developed my character, it has caused me to
respect my civic leaders, and it has helped me learn how to
forgive those that wrongfully talk and act against me. Most of
all, it has taught me the power of prayer. Our City is facing
diverse situations, and it has been difficult for you. I’ve seen
how you have struggled with some of the decisions that you have
had to make. We, as the church, have been lifting you up in
prayer. We believe there will be a tremendous change in our
City, because we love our City. We thank you for your service to
the City.”

b) PROCLAMATION - TRAVEL AND TOURISM WEEK

The Assistant City Clerk read the proclamation for Travel and
Tourism Week, and Mayor Faiella presented it to Charlotte
Lombard, Manager of Tourism for St. Lucie County, who said,
“Thank you for proclaiming the first week of May as National
Tourism Week 1in the City of Port St. Lucie. I would 1like to
thank Vice Mayor Bartz for her time and dedication on the
Tourist Development Council. We are always discussing ways to
enhance and build tourism in St. Lucie County, and Vice Mayor
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Bartz is always a leader in those discussions. Tourism in our
county is on the rise. Since our low in 2009, it has increased
every year since. We are up 12% compared to last year, and it is
based on tourist tax revenues. It equates to more visitors to
our area. I would like to thank the Council for their support of
the recent partnership with the City of Port St. Lucie Civic
Center. We are working jointly to market the Civic Center as a
venue for meetings and conventions. It 1s a segment that can be
valuable to our community, and has substantial opportunity. It
has been a pleasure working with your staff thus far, and I hope
to come back to you with some good news and results. Tourism
Week is our week to shine, and to emphasize how important
tourism is to our local economy. We partner year after year with
the Chamber, as well as the Hotel and Lodging Association, to
have several events in order to emphasize the importance and
promote the fact that tourism is one of the economic factors
that keep us going. We are having a photo contest with Scripps
Media at this time where we are encouraging our local residents
to submit photos of tourism-related activities. On May 1, 2012,
tourism will be the key content discussed at the monthly
Economic Development Council meeting. On May 4, 2012, the St.
Lucie County Hotel and Lodging Association will host its annual
luncheon to recognize local hospitality employees, as well as
award educational scholarships for hospitality students at
Indian River State College. On May 4, 2012, we will be
participating in the Treasure Coast Business Expo at the Port
St. Lucie Civic Center to promote tourism in our business
community. On May 12, 2012, we will have a booth at the downtown
Fort Pierce Farmers’ Market to promote tourism to our local
residents. Thank you for supporting tourism.”

c) PROCLAMATION - BUILDING SAFETY MONTH

The Assistant City Clerk read the proclamation for Building
Safety Month, and Mayor Faiella presented it to Joel Dramis,
City Building Official, who said, “Building Safety Month 1is a
public awareness campaign offered each year during the month of
May to help individuals, families, and businesses understand
what 1t takes to create and sustain safe structures. This
campaign reinforces the need for the adoption of modern model
Building Codes, and strong and efficient systems of Code
Enforcement, as well as a well-trained professional workforce to
maintain the system. During the month of May, the Building
Department will be participating in the following activities: We
will be accelerating our distribution of Dbuilding safety
information to individuals, businesses, and City Hall; we will
be mailing swimming pool safety brochures to all individuals who
have obtained a swimming pool permit in the 2011/2012; we have
designed a home-based Dbusiness <class with our partners at
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Workforce Solutions to be conducted on May 9, 2012. We have
designed a class for those individuals who want to start their
own business to recognize some of the pitfalls and advantages to
having their own business; we will continue to train in our free
new business training classes, which to date have trained over
600 individuals; we will continue our realtor assist training
class, which has trained over 500 realtors, agents, brokers, and
associates. We have developed a new PowerPoint presentation for
the Chamber of Commerce, the Realtors’ Association of St. Lucie,
and the Treasure Coast Builders’ Association dealing with issues
of Code compliance, nuisance abatement, and the new Abandoned
Property Registration Ordinance. Also, we are currently
arranging to teach a building safety class to students at one of
our K-8 schools. We are excited this year to not only have the
folks in the Business Tax Division, but also our Code
Compliance, also known as the Code Enforcement Division,
participating in Building Safety Month. Our goal is to make Port
St. Lucie the safest City for building, Code compliance, and
sustainability. Thank you.” Mayor Faiella said, “Thank you. Your
department does a wonderful job.”

d) SPECIAL PRESENTATION - 2011 COMPREHENSIVE  ANNUAL
FINANCIAL REPORT (CAFR), FINANCE

Mr. Fry stated, “I’'m pleased to state that we have received an
unqualified opinion on our audited financial statements this
year. It is the highest form of opinion that you can receive. T
would like to introduce Jay McBee, who is the partner in charge
of the audit. He will go through some of the highlights of the
financial statements.”

Jay McBee, DiBartolomeo, McBee, Hartley, & Barnes, P.A., said,
“I'm here to present the City’s audited financial statements for
the fiscal year. In the Financial Section, you will see our
audit report, which is an unqualified report, also referred to
as a clean opinion. It indicates that the financial statements
as presented fairly reflect the City’s financial position and
the results of activity for the fiscal year ending that 1is
presented within the financial statements. In the Basic
Financial Statements, the balance sheet shows the assets of the
City are sufficient to <cover the obligations and current
obligations that the City has outstanding. In the Statement of
Changes, this year the City’s General Fund is starting to get
back on track. Page 6 shows the City’s General Fund had excess
revenues above expenditures this past year. We are starting to
get back on track from the previous vyears where there were
deficits in those funds.”

Mr. McBee continued, “The management letter had one comment this
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past year, which was a recommendation that the City look at
instituting an ethics policy and training. It 1is already in the
process and on 1its way. Regarding the balance sheets of the
Citywide Financial Statements from 2010 to 2011, the City’s
assets and liabilities increased past the current vyear. The
assets are sufficient to cover the current obligations and
debts. The Governmental Fund Revenues on Page 3 shows the trend
for the last four vyears. It shows where the revenues are
continuing to increase over the course of the past few years,
and shows 1t on a per capita basis. The Governmental Fund
Expenditure is 1in the same situation as the revenue that has
increased. You will see in the last year where the per capita
spending decreased over the past few years. The Water and Sewer
Fund is the same situation, where our revenues did increase, and
so did the net operating revenues where their decrease was not
quite as pronounced as previously. The Stormwater Fund for the
past two years has been relatively constant. It increased from
2009, because of the rate increase. The subsequent three or four
pages are a comparison on where the City of Port St. Lucie
stands with some cities of comparable size. On Page 7, most of
it is on a per capita basis. The City of Port St. Lucie was one
of the few cities that had a population increase this past year.
The other cities, with an exception of one, had population
decreases. The governmental fund types of revenues, which are
shown on Page 8, are all relatively comparable. The tax revenues
show the City is actually less than most of the other cities in
the comparison of comparable size. Less of our dollars to fund
the City are generated from taxes. The Intergovernmental
Revenues are dollars that we get from other government sources,
like federal, state, and county dollars. The City relies less on
those sources of income than most of the other cities that we
chose to compare them with. Based on our report, the City’s
financial statements are fairly presented, and show the results
of activities fairly presented for the past year also.”

6. ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Councilman Kelly moved to approve the Agenda. Councilwoman
Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk restated
the motion as follows: for approval of the Agenda. The motion
passed unanimously by roll call vote.

7. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - MARCH 12, 19 & 26, 2012
b) MAJOR SITE PLAN, LOCATED AT NORTH TORINO PARKWAY, TO

CONSTRUCT TWO CHURCH BUILDINGS IN TWO PHASES, LIVING GOD WORSHIP
CENTER, P11-144, PLANNING AND ZONING
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c) PURCHASE OF FORECLOSED PROPERTY, NEIGHBORHOOD
STABILIZATION PROGRAM 3 - (NSP3), 280 SW HOLDEN TERRACE, WITH A
PURCHASE PRICE OF LESSER OF $87,900 OR 99% OF APPRAISED VALUE,
LEGAL DEPARTMENT

d) PURCHASE OF FORECLOSED PROPERTY, NEIGHBORHOOD
STABILIZATION PROGRAM 3 - (NSP3), 349 SW THORNHILL DRIVE, WITH A
PURCHASE PRICE $76,500, LEGAL DEPARTMENT

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve the Consent Agenda.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City
Clerk restated the motion as follows: for approval of the
Consent Agenda. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

8. SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING OF ORDINANCES

a) ORDINANCE 12-16, REZONE 0.331 ACRES OF PROPERTY
LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOT 19 AND A PORTION OF LOT 18, BLOCK 1828,
PORT ST. LUCIE SECTION 35; FROM RS-2 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL)
TO U (UTILITY); FOR A PROJECT KNOWN AS CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE -
TANFORAN TOWER (P11-066); PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Ordinance 12-16 aloud by title
only. Mayor Faiella opened the Public Hearing. There being no
comments, Mayor Faiella closed the Public Hearing. Vice Mayor
Bartz moved to approve Ordinance 12-16. Councilwoman Martin
seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk restated the
motion as follows: for approval of Ordinance 12-16. The motion
passed unanimously by roll call vote.

9. OTHER PUBLIC HEARINGS
There was nothing scheduled for this item.
10. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES

a) ORDINANCE 12-20, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE
CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE TO ENTER INTO A FIRST AMENDMENT TO SITE
LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE AND NEW
CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Ordinance 12-20 aloud by title
only. Councilman Kelly moved to approve Ordinance 12-20.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City
Clerk restated the motion as follows: for approval of Ordinance
12-20. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

b) ORDINANCE 12-21, TO REZONE 1.06 ACRES OF PROPERTY,
LOCATED ON THE WEST OF SW PORT ST. LUCIE BOULEVARD, NORTH AND
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EAST OF SW YAMADA DRIVE FROM RS-2 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO
CG (GENERAL COMMERCIAL) ZONING FOR LOTS 1, 2, 25 AND 26, BLOCK
2283, PORT ST. LUCIE SECTION 33 (P12-026); PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Ordinance 12-21 aloud by title
only. Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Ordinance 12-21. Vice
Mayor Bartz seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk
restated the motion as follows: for approval of Ordinance 12-21.
The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

c) ORDINANCE 12-22, RENAMING THE FOLLOWING STREET: VIA
TAGLIAMENTO TO VIA VISCONTI IN TESORO PRESERVE PUD, PLAT NO. 5,
NORTH OF WESTMORELAND BOULEVARD; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Ordinance 12-22 aloud by title
only. Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Ordinance 12-22.
Councilman Kelly seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk
restated the motion as follows: for approval of Ordinance 12-22.
The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

d) ORDINANCE 12-23, AMENDING SECTION 155.07(A) OF THE
CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ENTITLED “POLITICAL
SIGNS,” BY REGULATING THE NUMBER OF POLITICAL SIGNS PER
PROPERTY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Ordinance 12-23 aloud by title
only.

The City Attorney said, “The change 1is found in Section 3(b),
which adds new language that limits the number of signs per 1lot
or parcel of land to one sign per candidate or issue per street
frontage. If it 1is a corner lot, then they can have one facing
each street. If it 1is on a straight line road, they can only
have one sign per candidate or per political issue.” Mayor
Faiella stated, “The PSL Area Council worked very hard to make
sure that everyone 1is on the same page with Fort Pierce and the
county. They are all going to be adopting the Port St. Lucie
Ordinance for signs. It will be a benefit for all the
candidates.” Councilman Kelly pointed out, “The county signs
used to be twice as big as ours.” Councilwoman Martin moved to
approve Ordinance 12-23. Councilman Kelly seconded the motion.
The Assistant City Clerk restated the motion as follows: for
approval of Ordinance 12-23. The motion passed unanimously by
roll call vote.

e) ORDINANCE 12-24, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE
CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDMENT TO PURCHASE
AND SALE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE AND THE
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HUMANE SOCIETY OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY, INC; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Ordinance 12-24 aloud by title
only. Councilman Kelly moved to approve Ordinance 12-24.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City
Clerk restated the motion as follows: for approval of Ordinance
12-24. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

11. RESOLUTIONS

a) RESOLUTION 12-R41, IDENTIFYING CERTAIN PROPERTY WITHIN
THE CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE A THREAT TO THE HEALTH, SAFETY, AND
GENERAL WELFARE OF THE COMMUNITY PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 40 OF THE
PORT &ST. LUCIE CITY CODE; PROVIDING FOR A HEARING DATE TO
DETERMINE WHETHER THE AFFECTED PROPERTIES SHOULD BE FOUND A
PUBLIC NUISANCE; PROVIDING NOTICE TO THE OWNERS AND MORTGAGEE (S)
OF THE PROPERTIES OF SAID HEARING DATE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Resolution 12-R41 aloud by title
only. The City Attorney advised, *“We have prepared a PowerPoint
presentation that Mr. Veltre will put up, so the rest of the
community can see the pictures of the conditions that are
leading us to proceed with the nuisance abatement process.”
(Clerk’s Note: A PowerPoint presentation was shown at this
time.) The City Attorney said, *“There 1is a picture of an
uncovered pool. The photographs speak for themselves as to the
condition of the properties, and recommend the resolution go
forward, so that we can schedule the show cause hearings.”
Councilwoman Martin asked, #“Did the Hondo property come before
us previously?” Code Compliance Specialist Veltre replied, *“Yes,
but we had to go back and declare 1it, because the mortgage
company had changed.” Vice Mayor Bartz questioned, “Has the
Bywood Avenue pool been covered?” Code Compliance Specialist
Veltre answered, “The screen door has been secured, but there is
a problem with the screen enclosure. There is a six-foot privacy
fence around the rear of the property and the gate is closed,
but it does not conform to the child safety barrier rules. It is
secure technically, but not according to the Building Code. The
gate has to be self-latching 1if the screen enclosure isn’t
secure.” Vice Mayor Bartz clarified, “And the gate is not self-
latching.” Code Compliance Specialist Veltre responded, “It is
not. It is secure, as it 1is basically nailed shut. No one can
enter the rear of the property, but that isn’t an acceptable
method of securing the pool, per the Florida Building Code.” The
City Manager advised, “For the purposes of temporary security,
it 1is secured. However, the nuisance 1is not properly abated.”
Vice Mayor Bartz asked, “What about the pool on Damask Avenue?”
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Code Compliance Specialist Veltre replied, “That has been
covered as a temporary measure by the bank. I wvisited this
property yesterday, and the bank has rewired the frame and put
another tarp on it. There is also a chain-link fence around the
property, but it does not conform to the Florida Building Code.”
Vice Mayor Bartz pointed out, “It looks like it makes it more
difficult for people to get into it.” Code Compliance Specialist
Veltre replied in the affirmative.

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Resolution 12-R41.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City
Clerk restated the motion as follows: for approval of Resolution
12-R41. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

b) RESOLUTION 12-R42, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND
HIS STAFF TO ENTER INTO AND EXECUTE A PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
JOINT PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION CONCERNING THE PORT ST. LUCIE
INTERMODAL TRANSIT FACILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Resolution 12-R42 aloud by title
only. Mr. Holbrook said, “Per the City Manager’s direction, I am
providing an update of the project. Port St. Lucie Intermodal
Transit Facility will consist of an agreement between the City
and FDOT, who will provide the funding. The conversation started
back in the summer of 2010, when we had a Site Plan amendment
for the St. James Orthodox Church. They were meeting with City
staff regarding the sidewalk requirements and regulations. The
church is right across the street from City Hall, and we noticed
that there were some needs going on there. As a part of that,
the City Manager created a working group 1in 2009/2010, which
included a number of City staff, as well as other agencies from
the county. We came up with a proposed Site Plan that we wanted
to work off of. We started negotiations with FDOT for funding
purposes. Culpepper & Terpening, Inc., provided pro bono
services, benefitting the City with their services. We held a
public information meeting on the concept in October of last
year. The Transit Facility Site Plan was approved by the City
Council in February of this year. We received a new FDOT Joint
Participation Agreement that is before you. The agreement has
been reviewed by the City’s Legal Department, Engineering
Department, the Planning and Zoning staff, as well as the Parks
and Recreation staff, who worked on the Site Plan. There are
many different land users on Deacon Avenue. There 1is St. James
Orthodox Church, the City, which has a parking lot on the north
side, and the Community Center on the south side. There is
restricted right-of-way, and we have three bus stops that are
located on that block, as well as the St. Lucie County School
District has numerous drop-offs and pick-ups on Deacon Avenue.
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The trolley route is also along the site, which covers the
eastern portion of the City. Route 5 starts from this location,
and heads west to Tradition Landings. Route 6 goes to St. Lucie
West, as well US 1. We noticed a lot of people going onto
private property to get out of the sun while they were waiting
for a bus. There is a conflict and constraint of the road when
the busses are picking up or dropping off. The Site Plan that
was approved shows a four-bay pull off that will take the buses,
the traffic, and the parking off of the road, so that there
isn’t a lot of activity taking place on Deacon Avenue. They will
utilize the existing pavilion until such time that demand or
funding becomes available. The facility will be completely
funded by the FDOT grant. The sidewalk funds that we received
for mitigation purposes from the church will be used for the
sidewalks along Deacon Avenue along the church portion. Upon
approval of the JPA, it will go to FDOT for their approval. We
are anticipating that in May, we will issue an RFP. Then permit
applications will be submitted to South Florida Water
Management, as well as gopher tortoise permit applications.
Hopefully, we will award the contract by August of this vyear,
and start construction in the fall. The goal 1is to have the
facility open by next vyear.” Vice Mayor Bartz stated, *“Great
job. I know you have been working on this for a long time. It
has been a nightmare for a while, especially with all of the
busses going in and out. Thank you for bringing this to a head,
and moving forward.” Councilwoman Martin said, “It is a great
partnership, and a great project. Thank you so much.” Councilman
Kelly remarked, “It is entirely paid for by FDOT. We have four
more bus shelters being built in the City for the new Regional
Transportation Organization. I'm trying to get one moved to the
Civic Center from Lyngate and the US 1 intersection, and one
would be at the Civic Center, 1if we can get them moved. The
other two are by Prima Vista, and are nice and look contiguous.
They all look the same, and there are 12 altogether from Martin
County to the end of St. Lucie County, which were paid for by a
grant.” Mayor Faiella said, “Thank you Mr. Holbrook, great job.”

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Resolution 12-R42.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City
Clerk restated the motion as follows: for approval of Resolution
12-R42. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

c) RESOLUTION 12-R43, NAMING MILTON R. COLLINS AS
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Resolution 12-R43 aloud by title
only. The City Attorney said, “The City Charter provides that
the City Council shall appoint a City Attorney and Assistant
City Attorneys as it deems appropriate, and shall work at the
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pleasure of the City Council. Over the years we have gotten away
from that. Most of the attorneys were hired as staff attorneys,
and later promoted to Assistant City Attorneys. We have not been
bringing them back to the City Council, as 1is required by the
Charter. The next three items are the same, dealing with
different employees. This is to bring them into consistency with
the City Charter as having been appointed by the City Council.”

JOSEPH PATRONIE, ingquired, “Who is making this recommendation to
you?” Mayor Faiella responded, “It 1s coming from the City
Attorney’s Office.” Mr. Patronie asked, *“Will they be employed
until that date 1s established?” Mayor Faiella replied, “They
are currently working.” Mr. Patronie said, “I’m troubled with
this. On March 9, 2012, a Council person that I voted for made a
very painful motion. I followed up at the last meeting, asking
for something to be done. Can you hold this vote for 30 days? At
the public hearing portion, I said two or three agencies should
have been informed on the motion that was made on March 9, 2012.
The Council was completely silent, even the person that made the
motion on March 9, 2012, was silent. If you look at the minutes,
you will see that I made a recommendation. You had a choice, you
could have accepted it, or you could have been silent. If you
are going to hurt their employment, can you please hold it in
abeyance for 30 days?” Vice Mayor Bartz explained, “These are
current attorneys, and it is a housekeeping issue. They have
been working for the City for some time. It is just to make sure
that we are in compliance with the Charter.” Mr. Patronie asked,
“Who are you basing it on?” Mayor Faiella replied, “It is based
on the City Charter.” Councilwoman Martin pointed out, “They
have already been working here for several years. We are Jjust
trying to make sure that their positions are in compliance with
the City Charter. We are not appointing new attorneys. It is a
matter of making sure that we are following ©protocol.”
Councilman Kelly said, “What you are asking for 1is completely
different than what your problem was at the other meeting. I can
see where you see that, but it is not significant to the other
issue. Pam Booker is the only one that was formally appointed.”

Councilman Kelly moved to approve Resolution 12-R43.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City
Clerk restated the motion as follows: for approval of Resolution
12-R43. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

d) RESOLUTION 12-R44, NAMING AZLINA GOLDSTEIN SIEGEL AS
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Resolution 12-R44 aloud by title
only. Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Resolution 12-R44.
Councilman Kelly seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk
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restated the motion as follows: for approval of Resolution 12-
R44. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

e) RESOLUTION 12-R45, NAMING STEFANIE BESKOVOYNE  AS
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The Assistant City Clerk read Resolution 12-R45 aloud by title
only. Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Resolution 12-R45.
Vice Mayor Bartz seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk
restated the motion as follows: for approval of Resolution 12-
R45. The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was nothing scheduled for this item.
13. NEW BUSINESS

a) INDIAN RIVER CRIME LABORATORY, #95-31218, LABORATORY
SERVICES AND EVIDENCE ANALYSIS FOR THE PERIOD APRIL THROUGH
JUNE, 2012, $64,031.61, FUND 001-2105-5310, POLICE DEPARTMENT

The City Manager said, “The Indian River Crime Laboratory
provides crime lab services to the Treasure Coast. The payment
is based on a formula, which takes into account population and
the number of services rendered to each jurisdiction. Based on
the formula, our quarterly share is $64,031.61. This item allows
us to pay the bill, and staff recommends approval.”

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Item 13 a). Councilwoman
Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk restated
the motion as follows: for approval of Item 13 a). The motion

passed unanimously by roll call vote.

b) APEX PEST CONTROL, CHEMICAL, FERTILIZER, AND IPM
SERVICES, $11,320 PER YEAR, PLUS A ONE-TIME $10 INDEMNIFICATION
FEE, FOR THREE YEARS WITH THE OPTION TO RENEW FOR AN ADDITIONAL
THREE ONE-YEAR TERMS, - PARKS AND RECREATION; COAST TO COAST
PEST CONTROL INC., CHEMICAL, FERTILIZER, AND IPM SERVICES,
$149,600 PER YEAR PLUS A ONE-TIME $10 INDEMNIFICATION FEE, FOR
THREE YEARS WITH THE OPTION TO RENEW FOR AN ADDITIONAL THREE
ONE-YEAR TERMS, - ENGINEERING, #20110110, FUND 001/421/104/401-
1900/2105/2405/7210/4127-5440/5341, PARKS AND RECREATION AND
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENTS

The City Manager stated, “This item shows that bidding out can
save big money. We used the opportunity to package the chemical
fertilizer and integrated pest management services that are
provided to Parks and Recreation and the Engineering Department
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together as one bid to get the cost base down. It succeeded as a
result of doing the bid, and also splitting the award between
the most responsive bidders. We will save approximately $72,078
a year. Staff recommends approval.”

Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Item 13 b). Councilman
Kelly seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk restated the
motion as follows: for approval of Item 13 b). The motion passed

unanimously by roll call vote.

c) DISCUSSION OF ORDINANCE FOR LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN PJ
DEVELOPMENT, LLC AND THE CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE FOR PLACEMENT OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER ON THE LYNGATE PARK FACILITY SITE,
ANNUAL RENT $20,000 WITH A 4% ANNUAL INCREASE AND A 35% COLLATE
REVENUE SHARE, LEGAL DEPARTMENT

The City Manager said, “The proposed ordinance would allow staff
to work with the telecommunications tower company to explore the
feasibility of a tower at the Lyngate Park facility. It is an
opportunity to place a tower that will provide service to our
residents, and also as a potential funding source for a much
desired dog park. If it is okay with the Council, we will move
forward in exploring that, and preparing the appropriate
documents for further review by the City Council.”

Councilman Kelly moved to approve Item 13 <c¢). Councilwoman
Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk restated
the motion as follows: for approval of Item 13 c¢). The motion

passed unanimously by roll call vote.

d) DISCUSSION ON RECOMMENDATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF
PLAN FOR IMPROVED PARKS SAFETY

The City Manager stated, “There are a number of staff members
here to provide a presentation regarding park safety. The work
effort that it reflects came as a result of a great tragedy that
we had at Sportsman’s Park a few weeks ago where, unfortunately
and very sadly, there was a disagreement over basketball that
turned to violence and the death of one of the participants.
This was a terrible tragedy, but even from the worst tragedies,
we can find an opportunity to improve. I hope that you will find
this presentation informative, where we are outlining a number
of initiatives. We truly believe it will make our parks safer
for our residents to enjoy. We had a Community Workshop on
Friday, April 13, 2012. We have been working hard on this
issue.”

Mr. Conrad said, “We would like to get vyour approval to move
forward on our improved Park Safety Program. Recent issues have
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prompted us to seriously evaluate our current safety practices
and devise procedures to improve safety within our parks. We
have had several meetings with our staff, and we have involved
our leagues, and our Police Department. We have contacted other
parks and recreation departments, and had a public meeting to
obtain input. I would like to introduce our Parks Officer, Fred
Knaggs.”

Officer Knaggs stated, “I'm going to advise vyou of the
statistical data for a six-month period. Parks and Recreation
has approximately 42 parks, including a golf course, a community
center, and a civic center. All of the parks total 642 acres,
plus. One of the largest incidents in the parks is burglary,
including theft, with 21 incidents in a six-month period. There
were 20 incidents regarding ©property damage and criminal
mischief, which included both park property and personal
property. There has been an increase from 7 incidents in October
2011 to 24 incidents in March of 2012. I have put together a
database, which compiles all of the reported crimes that have
occurred within our City parks. Hopefully, we will start to see
those numbers level off and start to go down with the
implementation of our plan. Our busiest days are Friday and
Saturday, due to the fact that more people are in our parks. The
busiest times are between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. It is when the
kids are out of school, and games are being played by our
leagues.”

Officer Knaggs continued, “The busiest parks are Sportsman’s and
Whispering Pines, which had ten incidents in a six-month period.
Lyngate had eight incidents, McChesney had seven, and Rivergate
had six incidents in a six-month period. At Sportsman’s Park,
you will see that burglary and domestic related disturbances had
three 1incidents apiece. There were two narcotic incidents at
Sportsman’s Park, and arrests were made. At Whispering Pines
Parks there were four incidents of burglary or theft, and three
incidents of trespass after warning. Either a trespass arrest
was made or a trespass warning was issued when someone had an
incident in the park. We advised them that they could not come
back within a one-year period. Lyngate Park had two incidents
each of trespass arrests, criminal mischief, and disturbance
with theft, and juvenile issues were at one. McChesney Park has
one of the biggest parking lots with large soccer fields. There
were six incidents of burglary, five of them were car
burglaries, and one was a burglary of park property. Rivergate
Park had three incidents of criminal mischief, and two arrests
for trespassing, and onr other accident. The information that I
received from St. Lucie County Parks was that their only lighted
court 1s at North 13th Street and Avenue M. They have three
covered structures, and provide lights until 9:30 p.m. There are
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no cameras; our plan 1is to have cameras. Their parks are not
staffed, but they do have four part-time rovers that roam the
parks. The courts are within close proximity of the fields and
playgrounds. The leagues use their fields. Any criminal activity
is handled by the Fort Pierce Police Department.”

Brad Keen, Assistant Director, Parks and Recreation, said,
“Since Officer Knaggs came on board in November of last year, he
has made tremendous progress in helping us identify our areas
that have problems and need changes. He has been an asset to our
department, and I want to thank him and the Police Department
for their cooperation in bringing him on board. Our plan is a
multi-point plan, with surveillance cameras 1in the parks. TWe
would like to start with our busiest parks, which were described
by Officer Knaggs. We want to be able to monitor the wvarious
facilities where people tend to congregate. (Clerk’s Note: At
this time a Wildfire Connections video was shown.) Mr. Keen
said, “This was a demonstration of the type of technology that
we are 1interested in, but it is not the particular vendor that
we are proposing. The video gives you an idea of the type of
technology that we are looking for. The OMB Department is in the
process of preparing an RFP for sealed bids. We are also
proposing to bring park attendants on board, which would be
three part-time staff employees. Two of them would be assigned
to the basketball courts at Sportsman’s Park, and one would be
assigned to our largest park, which is Whispering Pines Park.
The Sportsman’s Park attendants will be assigned to cover the
basketball attendance. We believe two attendants will be able to
cover the evening hours seven days a week. We are proposing to
institute an outdoor court pass. A resident would go to the
Civic Center, the Community Center, or Minsky Gym to get a photo
ID court pass. This ID would have their name and address on it.
They would present the pass to the attendant, which would allow
them access to the courts. If something should happen, we will
know who was on the court at that time. We are also proposing
additional ©police officers, as we only have one officer
currently. The City Manager has come up with a plan to obtain
two more positions. We feel that three officers would give us
the availability of having one officer on duty seven days a
week. Lighting is a major component that provides safety, so we
are proposing additional 1lighting. We want to make sure our
parks are well 1lit, and we want our patrons to feel safe. They
would have lighted access to and from the parking lots. We are
actively pursuing the areas that need additional illumination.
We are 1in the process of providing that for Sportsman’s Park.
The Police Department has contacted at least two Citizen
Observation Patrol ©Units who have agreed to assist wus with
patrolling the parks. They will not only be in their wvehicles,
but they will also get out and walk through the parks in the
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evening hours. We also want to implement Crime Prevention
through Environmental Design. We will analyze the areas that
have problems. There might be a reason, like the design of the
park where there are too many shrubs and not enough lights, or
structures blocking the view of officers that may be driving by
the park, or in a park viewing the various activities. With all
of these proposals, we think it is a good attempt at starting a
plan that will promote and increase public safety in our parks
for our patrons who use our parks on an active basis. Thank you
for your time.”

Mr. Conrad said, *“I would like to thank Mr. Keen and Officer
Knaggs. They have been doing a great job. As far as the ID court
pass, it won’t Dbe Jjust for City residents. If someone is
visiting, they can obtain a pass. For the first week or two, we
will have a command post at Sportsman’s Park where staff will be
able to issue passes. Based on available funding in the future,
we would like to have one or two more park officers and more
park attendants at some of our other community parks. Because of
the need, we believe Sportsman’s Park and Whispering Pines parks
are the ones that we need to hit right now, so that we have an
improved presence for safety. We would also like to get some
additional cameras and other safety measures, such as adding
park wvolunteers, additional signage, and improved lighting.
There are other areas that we are going to continue to work on
at other facilities to make them better, too. If the plan is
approved, we will have the park attendants and police officers
ready to start on June 1, 2012. The schools get out for summer
break on June 8, 2012. We hope to have the cameras in place by
September 1, 2012. Thank you.”

The City Manager said, “I hope the public will see the benefit
of having a park officer, and what a difference having a
resource like that will make for our ability to provide
services. When you look at the proposal, what stands out is the
additional park officers and police officers on the streets that
is made possible by the reorganization. It will put resources
where they are needed most, and that 1is providing services to
our citizens where crime is happening. The park attendants will
be most helpful in defusing future events. Regarding the recent
incident at Sportsman’s Park, I promise you, it did not go from
an argument to a gun fight. There was an escalation that was
involved, and it happened over a period of time. The park
attendant could have identified 1it, and called the Police
Department before anything happened. I think the park attendants
will be instrumental in maintaining public safety at the parks.
We used to have more park attendants, but a lot of them were cut
as a result of the budget reductions. It was through the efforts
of the Parks and Recreation staff that found money on the
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operating side, and applied it to personnel. Again, 1t was
reallocating resources to where they are truly needed. The
cameras will be helpful, and it will be very public that they
are there, in hopes that they discourage people from committing
a crime. If they commit a crime, they will Dbe caught, and
identified. It takes everyone to be involved, and that is where
the wvolunteers and the people that use the parks come in. If
there is a silver lining in this tragedy, it is that it put a
very bright spotlight on this issue. It came to 1light that
things were happening in the parks that weren’t making it to the
City Manager’s Office. I do not want this community or this
Council to ever accept the unacceptable. Let’s keep it
unacceptable, as it 1is not okay for crime to happen in our
parks. It is not okay for gun shots to be heard. It is not okay.
This is Port St. Lucie, and we expect something more and we will
get it. We can’t ever think that it is okay, because it is not.
No matter what resources we have, bad things will still happen
in places, including Port St. Lucie and our parks. I truly
believe that if the Council approves this plan, it will lessen
the bad things that will be able to happen in our parks.” Mayor
Faiella stated, “Thank vyou for acknowledging the issue, and
working very hard to bring this to the Council.”

Vice Mayor Bartz inquired, “Do the cameras transmit from four
miles away?” Mr. Keen responded, *“The technology that we are
interested in has a 30-frame per second capability of recording,
is wireless, and has a 30-day storage to comply with the Florida
Statutes. The wireless would allow the camera footage, whether
it 1is directly linked to the server or bounced off of another
link, to download to the server. It will also create a Wi Fi
zone, so that police officers can go to a park and do their
reports and upload and download information without having to go
to other spots throughout the City.” Vice Mayor Bartz clarified,
“This is what we are preparing an RFP for.” Mr. Keen said, “We
are preparing an RFP for the specifications. We are going to
outline what it 1is that we would like to have. We have to be
careful that we don’t get so tight in the specs that it solely
goes to one vendor that meets all of the specs.” Vice Mayor
Bartz stated, *“I want to thank all of you for your hard work on
this.” Councilwoman Martin asked, “Will the focus of the cameras
be on the parking lots for the most part, and other areas as you
deem necessary?” Mr. Keen replied, “Parking lots are certainly a
key area that we want to be able to observe ideally with a
remote 360 degree pan tilt zoom type of camera. We can observe
the parking lot and the basketball court. It will be the areas
where people gather, and areas of concern.” Councilwoman Martin
questioned, “Would the officers be able to have the technology
in the parks to address an issue 1immediately by viewing the
cameras?” Mr. Keen answered “That is a specification that we are
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highly promoting and highly interested in.” The City Manager
advised, “I can guarantee it. We will bring it back at a future
meeting under the City Manager'’s Report. We have an extensive
fiber optics system in the City. It is our hope that we can tap
into that; depending on the proximity of the parks that will be
served, we will tie it in. The Wildfire ©program that was
demonstrated tonight is a wireless connection. It 1is not about
the cameras, but it is about the system that connects them. It
actually creates Wi Fi hot spots, which 1is a neat thing for
parents that are in the bleachers, who will be able to access
it. We will be looking at technology, regardless of the wvendor.
They will be able to pull it up on a laptop, Smartphone, or a
computer at City Hall to access the cameras. We are developing a
plan that will have full coverage, with a series of panning
cameras that are constantly sweeping the park. There will be one
perfect vantage point where the Pantel Zoom Cam can be remotely
operated to see the dark spots in the parks where bad things may
happen. It will let people know that if they do bad stuff in our
parks, we are going to get them, we are going to ID them, and we
are going to arrest them.” Mr. Conrad pointed out, “We may end
up adding another camera or two at one of our community parks if
we find out that we need it, but we believe we have adequate
coverage right now to be able to handle it. Some of the larger
community parks will have more than one camera.”

Councilwoman Martin said, “I know that we approved new laptops
for the officers, so we want to make sure that those models are
compatible with the new technology.” Councilman Kelly stated,
“You are doing a great job, Officer Knaggs, but I would adjust
the graph. I wouldn’t use before you came, because it looks like
it went up since you started working in the parks. It is going
to go down from when you came. Also, it goes against my grain to
have cameras. I love the ID pass idea, but the camera issue 1is
an invasion of privacy. I am going to support it, because this
is going to save our kids, and is to protect our children. It is
not the part that it is the tool of law enforcement that bothers
me, but it is the privacy issue. This will get challenged in the
future. I know if you go into a parking lot, you will see signs
that indicate it is being monitored by cameras for a store. If
you don’t want to go there, you don’t have to. For a government
to put a camera down a street, I have a real problem with it. T
will look the other way, because it is for safety. It is going
to be a problem later on.” Mayor Faiella pointed out, “We have
to protect the parks from people who are coming into our City.
The incident that happened at Sportsman’s Park, they weren’t
even from our City. Correct?” The City Manager replied in the
affirmative. Councilwoman Martin advised, “There are many cities
and towns across the United States that wuse it for public
safety.” The City Manager remarked, *“I predict that it is the
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future of policing.” Councilman Kelly moved to approve Item 13
d) . Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

ALEATHIA LONGCOPE, resident, said, “Spending money and bringing
more people in makes people feel good, but what about the old
fashioned notion of policing through community service, 1like
PAL. We could have a police run basketball league. The incident
that happened in Sportsman’s Park was horrible, but it was
mostly people that were Port St. Lucie residents. My son and
husband went to the basketball court, but indicated that the
conversations were horrible, and it was not a good place to be.
If we had members of our community involved in what was going on
and not Jjust in the Dbasketball, but with baseball and in the
tennis courts, it might make a difference. If community leaders
were involved in promoting our young people into being better
adults, then something as simple as the Police Athletic League
could help with a lot of the situation. Cameras sound nice and
jobs sound nice, but 1f the 1leaders in the community get
involved with our children, it is a simple first step to fix
some of these issues.”

The Assistant City Clerk restated the motion as follows: for
approval of Item 13 d). The motion passed unanimously by roll
call wvote. The City Manager inquired, “Mr. Conrad, would you
reach out to the Volunteer Program to leverage our volunteers to
provide additional coverage at our basketball courts? Maybe we
can find some people that are interested in mentoring vyouths,
like retired police officers and community leaders.” Mr. Conrad
replied in the affirmative.

e) CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR CARL GARDNER, REQUEST FOR
SPONSORSHIP TO USE PSL TV-20 TO PUBLICIZE THE EVENT, CITY
MANAGER

The City Manager said, *“Last Thursday I met with Councilman
Kelly and Veta Gardner, the wife of the late Carl Gardner, who
was the lead singer and founder of the Coasters. At 4:00 p.m.,
on Sunday at the Civic Center, there 1is going to be a
celebration of his 1life. He was one of our more famous
residents. Ms. Gardner has requested that we provide some
sponsorship involving a special on TV 20 to publicize it. I am
bringing this to the Council to get direction on it. He has made
a significant contribution to music, and was one of our
residents, so it is appropriate. I stand by ready to carry out
your direction.” Councilman Kelly said, “I think we have done
things on Channel TV 20 without sponsorships. Carl Gardner lived
here for 25 years, and he was an icon. He is still a big deal in
California, as they know who he is. It is right in line with
Dick Clark and the 50’s music, so I move to approve Item 13 e).”
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Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The Assistant City
Clerk restated the motion as follows: for approval of Item 13
e). The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

14. EXCUSED ABSENCES

a) COUNCILWOMAN BERGER, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD
ON MARCH 26, 2012

Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Item 14 a). Vice Mayor
Bartz seconded the motion. The Assistant City Clerk restated the
motion as follows: for approval of Item 14 a). The motion passed

unanimously by roll call vote.
15. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

The City Manager said, “At the last meeting Mayor, you asked
that I provide my reports on the website, which will happen in
May. We will have a website that catalogs these reports, but
until then, they will be available as part of the minutes. All
of the major initiatives being carried out by my office to date,
which occur outside of the City Council meetings, have Dbeen
shared with the community and the world, via the website. All of
the memos that have gone out on large topics have been put on
the website for transparency and full disclosure. They go out to
the Mayor, the Council, and Team Port St. Lucie. Team Port St.
Lucie 1s a group of people dedicated to one thing, making the
world a better place, starting with Port St. Lucie. All of our
employees are on Team Port St. Lucie by default, because it
doesn’t matter what department you are in, you are here to make
the world a better place. In addition to our employees, we are
also taking anyone from the community that wants to join. I’'m
looking at people right now who would be a good addition, as
well as the singers that were here tonight to join Team Port St.
Lucie. We had our first event this week at Castle Stomp Out
Child Abuse 5k Run or Walk. We had over 60 people participate,
and we were the largest team there. We had department heads,
assistant department heads, the Council, and residents
representing our City. I’d like to thank Councilwoman Berger for
donating the Team Port St. Lucie T-shirts. Not only did we raise
money for a good cause and hopefully help make the community a
better place, we actually did darn well in the running part. We
had several people place, including Dan Perlmutter from
Communications, Lieutenant Izzo, Acting Lieutenant Grohowski,
and Edith Majewski from Engineering. Anytime you can work, and
include exercise to make the world a better place with your
family, it is a good place to be. I want to thank everyone for
being there.”
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The City Manager continued, “We will continue the reorganization
effort. My promise to the departments is to be completed within
the next 45 days. We will continue to get ready for whatever the
property appraiser throws at us as it relates to valuation. We
will also make this the leanest and meanest organization in the
state, with a focus on providing the best public services at the
best wvalue to our residents. I am trying to hit the ground
running, as it relates to getting the organization ready and
focusing on our mission. I am also dealing with problems, such
as Ravenswood. It will be something that I bring back to the
next Council meeting with all of the information.” Mayor Faiella
commented, “I’'m not happy with the whole thing.” The City
Manager stated, “I’'m not happy either, and the parties that were
primarily responsible for it are no longer with the City. Nearly
$900,000 has been expended on personnel since Fiscal Year
2007/2008, and we don’t have a building or a completed project
yet. It is unacceptable, and it shouldn’t have happened. It is
my promise that it won’t happen in the future, but I’'m working
on compiling all of the information to provide the best options
moving forward. The difficulty with Ravenswood is that it is
going to cost $100,000 per year to keep the lights on and air
condition the building, so that it doesn’t mold and mildew. If
you staffed it like we staffed the Community Center, it would
cost $500,000 per year in operating and personnel expense. We
are not able to find that money in the foreseeable future. It is
a big problem that has to be addressed. I would like to address
it as quickly as possible, so that by the time that we get to
collective bargaining and the budget, smoother seas are in front
of us. We are really close, but we have some more hard work to
do.”

The City Manager stated, “As it relates to Public to be Heard, I
don’t know if vyou want to address the issues that come up.
Sometimes the Council addresses them, and sometimes they don’t.
I will work with Mr. Merejo to address Mr. Struck’s issues, and
come back in May with additional information. In regards to Mr.
Carroll’s comments, it is my responsibility to present you with
a balanced budget, and that will happen at the Summer Retreat.
As part of that balanced budget, I will make recommendations on
how to deal with City Center, the TIF and SAD bonds. We have
ideas on both of those, and it will happen.” Mayor Faiella
remarked, “I know you are working on 1it.” The City Manager
advised, “We have identified strategies regarding those issues,
but it is good to have input from the citizens. Regarding Mr.
Patronie’s 1issues, the only thing that I will address 1is the
hurricanes. I have dealt with three hurricanes since I’ve Dbeen
here, as well as Hurricane Andrew. We have an Emergency
Management Coordinator and several seasoned veterans that have
dealt with emergencies and hurricanes. I'm confident that when
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conditions are at their worst, our staff will be at their best.
The community should know that we are here for them, and nothing
is going to change that. Also, I want to implement an Ethics
Policy. We are working with all of the department heads and
Human Resources. We will undergo extensive ethics training in
the next year, so the note in the CAFR will be addressed. Our
staff is hard at work on the ordinance regarding the maintenance
of wvacant lots. We are doing research in order to prepare an
appropriate proposed ordinance by the Summer Retreat. It will
impact property owners, so there is going to be a lot of data
that 1is being compiled. I will make sure that we come back
regarding the park cameras, because we will have additional
information.”

Mayor Faiella inquired, “What is the status of the Rosser
building?” The City Manager responded, “I have made contact with
IRSC to see if they can utilize it. Our agreement on Ravenswood
requires us to construct 10,000 square feet for them, and the
Rosser building is 21,000 square feet. It makes sense that the
public benefit from public investment. If they can use it, we
can turn the keys over in a couple of weeks. It might kill two
birds with one stone. I spoke to Al Roberts, and they will be
done evaluating it on Friday of this week. We have also reached
out to Gertrude Walker and Faye Outlaw, as a result of the
article that was 1in the newspaper about the Supervisor of
Elections looking for space. It is also the same amount of
square footage that they are looking for to consolidate all of
their resources where the public would benefit from it. We would
benefit in more than one way, depending on who uses it. Right
now, the county pays $8 per square foot, and our space 1is
clearly better. If we were able to work out an arrangement, not
only would we benefit from $115,000 per vyear, we would have a
potential for revenue on it. We have a couple of leads that we
are working on, and if neither of them works out, then we will
list it with a realtor. The Office of Management and Budget has
begun preparing an RFP to acquire the services of a real estate
professional, so that they can show the building. Currently, we
are working on consolidating all of the functions at Police
Headquarters. It is a very nice three-story building. It has
been partitioned over time, and 1is not being utilized to its
full potential. We are currently looking at the floor plans to
study how we can bring all of those functions together. For a
little bit of money, we can go a long way, and have all of our
functions in several buildings. We will bring them all together
to promote communication.”

16. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
VICE MAYOR BARTZ - KEEP PORT ST. LUCIE BEAUTIFUL NIGHT/THE
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MAYOR' S BALL/PORT ST. LUCIE BUSINESS WOMEN' S FASHION
SHOW/TREASURE COAT INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

Vice Mayor Bartz said, “I had the opportunity to attend the Keep
Port St. Beautiful Night at the Mets’ Stadium. It was amazing to
see that when it rains, they pull tarps out, shut down the game,
and wait. When the rain stopped, the tarps got pulled back like
nothing ever happened. They had a lot of good sponsors and did a
nice job. I also went to the Mayor’s Ball on Friday night, and
it was a lot of fun with a good turnout. On Saturday, I attended
the Port St. Lucie Business Women’s Fashion Show. They did an
outstanding Jjob and raised money for scholarships in the
community. They do it every year, and it is always a sold out
crowd. Last night, I had the opportunity to go the Treasure
Coast International Film Festival. It was an awards ceremony
that was well attended at the Botanical Gardens. They did a
great job, and as a part of it, they had a couple of well known
actors there. There may be some benefit to us in the future with
that. We are looking at it to see what we can do. It started
last Thursday night, and there were actors that flew in from
California. It was a real tribute to those people that have been
plugging away and not giving up, and it is working.”

COUNCILWOMAN MARTIN - MAYOR’S BALL AND CASTLE STOMP OUT CHILD
ABUSE EVENT

Councilwoman Martin said, “I attended the Mayor’s dance for the
SE Honor Flight, and it was a great event. I also joined Team
Port St. Lucie at the Castle Stomp Out Child Abuse; it was
amazing how the team leaders put it together in a week’s time.
There were over 60 members of the community and employees that
got together in one week'’s time, so it was wonderful.”

COUNCILMAN KELLY - ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEYS/BUDGET/TEAM PORT ST.
LUCIE/MAYOR’S BALL

Councilman Kelly said, “I made a remark earlier that nothing has
changed, and it was a lighthearted remark. I meant that nothing
has changed with the Assistant City Attorneys, because they have
always Dbeen helpful, the same way that they would be if they
reported directly to us. Every time I go to them, they always
help me. Also, Mr. Oravec, I went out on a limb and said we are
going to be okay this year, speaking for myself. Prove me right,
okay? I think you will, and the Rosser building is all part of
it. I'm counting on you. I love the Team Port St. Lucie concept.
If it is a consensus, I would love to go back to the Lion’s Club
to request funds to have a flag contest for a Team Port St.
Lucie flag. We could have a contest for the designing of it. The
Mayor’s dance packed the place, and it was great. We were able
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to raise over $50,000 in less than 4% months.”

MAYOR FAIELLA - MAYOR’S BALL/NEW FINANCE DIRECTOR/PORT ST. LUCIE
UNITED

Mayor Faiella clarified, “We only needed to raise $33,000 for
the veterans Honor Flight, but we went way over. That is okay,
because we will save it for next year. We had more people than
we expected come to the dance. On May 12, 2012, they will take
the first trip to Washington D.C. I want to thank all of the
sponsors, as they did a tremendous job. Everybody got together,
and that is what it is all about. We met out goal. Mr. Oravec,
you indicated that you will be a part of it.” The City Manager
explained, “I will be here at 3:00 a.m., and I'm going to make
waffles for the veterans. Also, I want to thank some other Team
Port St. Lucie members. After the 5k we went to the appreciation
lunch for the Adopt-a-Street Program on Saturday around 11:30
a.m., at Rotary Park with Linda Bagley and all of our Adopt-a-
Street volunteers. I want to thank them so much for their
efforts to keep Port St. Lucie beautiful. We also had the
Volunteers’ Appreciation Luncheon at the Saints. This 1is
Volunteer Month where we are celebrating wvolunteers. We need
everyone to make a difference, and I want them to know how much
staff appreciates them. I know that the City Council appreciates
them. We can’t say thank you enough, so to all of the volunteers
out there, thank you.”

Mayor Faiella stated, “I want to point out that Ed Fry is the
Director of Finance. He is a new face, and this is the first
time that I’'ve seen him at a Council meeting. I wanted to bring
it up, so people know that he is taking Marcia Dedert’s
position.” Councilman Kelly pointed out, “He never got
introduced to us, but I have known him for years.” Mayor Faiella
said, “Also, I went to Port St. Lucie United, and there was a
great turnout from the community, which was really nice.”

17. ADJOURN

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:15
p.m.

Carol M. Heintz, Assistant City Clerk

April C. Stoncius, Deputy City Clerk
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