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CN101011            

 

CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE 

 CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 OCTOBER 10, 2011   

 

A Regular Meeting of the CITY COUNCIL of the City of Port St. 

Lucie was called to order by Mayor Faiella on October 10, 2011, 

at 7:00 p.m., at Port St. Lucie City Hall, 121 SW Port St. Lucie 

Boulevard, Port St. Lucie, Florida. 

 

1.  MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 

2.  ROLL CALL 

 

Council Members 

Present:   Mayor JoAnn M. Faiella 

    Vice Mayor Linda Bartz 

Councilwoman Michelle Lee Berger 

Councilman Jack Kelly 

Councilwoman Shannon M. Martin 

 

Others Present: Jerry A. Bentrott, City Manager 

    Roger G. Orr, City Attorney 

Sherman A. Conrad, Parks & Recreation 

 Director 

Edward Cunningham, Communications Director 

Marcia Dedert, Finance Director/Treasurer 

Joel Dramis, Building Official 

Kim Graham, Assistant City Engineer 

Daniel Holbrook, Planning & Zoning Director 

Jesus A. Merejo, Utilities Director 

Karen A. Phillips, City Clerk 

David K. Pollard, OMB Director 

Brian E. Reuther, Police Chief 

Cheryl Shanaberger, OMB Deputy Director 

Tricia Swift-Pollard, Community Services 

    Director 

Gabrielle Taylor, Assistant City Attorney 

    April C. Stoncius, Deputy City Clerk 

 

 3.  INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

The City Clerk gave the Invocation, and Mayor Faiella led the 

assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

4.  PUBLIC TO BE HEARD  
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THOMAS LADOMIRAK – LANDSWAP, INLAND PORT, AND BRIDGE TO 

HUTCHINSON ISLAND  

 

Mr. Ladomirak said that he is concerned about the loss of 

taxable revenue if Beau Rivage is annexed into Martin County. He 

also suggested that the City look into a ferry service to 

Hutchinson Island, and that the county should have an island 

port.   

 

JOSEPH PATRONIE – CONTRACTORS’ EXAMINING BOARD, RACOONS, AND 

MILLAGE RATE INCREASE 

 

Mr. Patronie said that he is concerned about how the 

Contractors’ Examining Board handled Mr. Johnson’s case in 

September. He asked if the City can enter into a contract with a 

trapper for wild animals, and that he didn’t agree with the 

City’s new millage rate.  

 

5.  PROCLAMATIONS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 

There was nothing scheduled for this item. 

 

6.  ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Councilman Kelly moved to approve the Agenda. Councilwoman 

Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion 

as follows: for approval of the Agenda. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

7.  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – AUGUST 29, SEPTEMBER 12, 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2011 

 

b) MELVIN BUSH CONSTRUCTION, INC., AMENDMENT #21, CHANGE 

ORDER #1, CITYWIDE CULVERT REPLACEMENTS & SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION, 

E-8 CANAL DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS, #20070008, $26,550 FOR 

NECESSARY FILL TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT, NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT 

$1,381,137.43, NO ADDITIONAL CONTRACT DAYS, NATURAL RESOURCES 

CONSERVATION SERVICE (NCRS) FUNDED PROJECT, FUND 401-4126-5340, 

ENGINEERING 

 

c) POLISH-AMERICAN SOCIAL CLUB, REQUEST FOR CITY 

SPONSORSHIP FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF LOCATING TEMPORARY SIGNAGE 

WITHIN CITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR THEIR FLEA MARKET/CRAFT SHOW EVENT 

NOVEMBER 4, 5, AND 6, 2011, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
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 d) REQUEST FOR UNITY OF TITLE BY CREATIVE REALTY 

MANAGEMENT, INC., FOR LOTS 1 THROUGH 3 AND LOTS 10 THROUGH 14, 

BLOCK 90, PORT ST. LUCIE SECTION TWENTY-SEVEN, SO THAT THE 

PARCELS MAY BE COMBINED FOR REZONING AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT, 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

 

 e) CAPTEC ENGINEERING, INC., AMENDMENT #1, CHANGE ORDER 

#1, DESIGN AND PERMIT E-8 CANAL WATERWAY SOUTH FLORIDA WATER 

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT/ST. LUCIE RIVER ISSUES TEAM PHASE 4, 

#20100072, ADDITIONAL 119 DAYS FOR REVIEW, NEW CONTRACT TOTAL OF 

453 CALENDAR DAYS, NO ADDITIONAL EXPENSES, ENGINEERING 

 

Councilwoman Berger moved to approve the Consent Agenda.      

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated 

the motion as follows: for approval of the Consent Agenda. The 

motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

8.  SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING OF ORDINANCES 

 

 a) ORDINANCE 11-75, GRANTING TO FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT 

COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, AN ELECTRIC FRANCHISE; 

IMPOSING PROVISIONS AND CONDITIONS RELATING THERETO; PROVIDING 

FOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS TO THE CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE; PROVIDING 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The City Clerk read Ordinance 11-75 aloud by title only. Mayor 

Faiella opened the Public Hearing. There being no comments, 

Mayor Faiella closed the Public Hearing. Councilman Kelly moved 

to approve Ordinance 11-75. Councilwoman Martin seconded the 

motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as follows: for 

approval of Ordinance 11-75. The motion passed unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

 

 b) ORDINANCE 11-76, REZONE 2.031 ACRES OF PROPERTY, 

LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE  OF PRIMA VISTA BOULEVARD, BETWEEN 

AILEEN STREET AND DOREEN STREET FROM RS-2 (SINGLE-FAMILY 

RESIDENTIAL) TO I (INSTITUTIONAL) ZONING FOR LOTS 1-3, AND 10-

14, BLOCK 90, PORT ST. LUCIE SECTION 27 (P11-100); PROVIDING FOR 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The City Clerk read Ordinance 11-76 aloud by title only. Mayor 

Faiella opened the Public Hearing. There being no comments, 

Mayor Faiella closed the Public Hearing. Councilwoman Martin 

moved to approve Ordinance 11-76. Vice Mayor Bartz seconded the 

motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as follows: for 

approval of Ordinance 11-76. The motion passed unanimously by 

roll call vote. 
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9.  OTHER PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

There was nothing scheduled for this item. 

 

10. FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES 

 

 a) ORDINANCE 11-77, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE 

CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE TO ENTER INTO A THIRD AMENDMENT TO SITE 

LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE AND STC FIVE, 

LLC; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The City Clerk read Ordinance 11-77 aloud by title only. Vice 

Mayor Bartz moved to approve Ordinance 11-77. Councilman Kelly 

seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as 

follows: for approval of Ordinance 11-77. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

11. RESOLUTIONS 

 

 a) RESOLUTION 11-R66, APPOINTING AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND THEIR TERMS FOR THE STATE HOUSING 

INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (“SHIP”); PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE 

 

The City Clerk read Resolution 11-R66 aloud by title only. 

Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Resolution 11-R66. Vice 

Mayor Bartz seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the 

motion as follows: for approval of Resolution 11-R66. The motion 

passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 b) RESOLUTION 11-R67, APPROVING AND ACCEPTING THE 

PRELIMINARY  AND FINAL PLAT  FOR ELKS CLUB REPLAT (P11-001) 

WITHIN THE CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE, FLORIDA ON THE REQUEST OF 

CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO 

COUNTERSIGN SAID PLAT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The City Clerk read Resolution 11-R67 aloud by title only. Vice 

Mayor Bartz moved to approve Resolution 11-R67. Councilman Kelly 

seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as 

follows: for approval of Resolution 11-R67. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 c) RESOLUTION 11-R68, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 

CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION CONCERNING THE CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN HAZARD 

MITIGATION IMPROVEMENTS FOR ENHANCED FLOOD PROTECTION WITHIN THE 

STATE’S RIGHT OF WAY ON STATE ROAD 5 (U.S. HIGHWAY ONE) THAT IS 
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ADJACENT TO HOGPEN SLOUGH (H-16 CANAL); PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE 

 

The City Clerk read Resolution 11-R68 aloud by title only. Vice 

Mayor Bartz moved to approve Resolution 11-R68. Councilwoman 

Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion 

as follows: for approval of Resolution 11-R68. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 a) DISCUSSION OF ORDINANCE 11-65, PROVIDING FOR THE 

AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 71 TO ADD SECTIONS 71.03 THROUGH 71.08, 

PORT ST. LUCIE CITY CODE; SPECIFICALLY, SECTION 71.03, INTENT; 

SECTION 71.04, DEFINITIONS; SECTION 71.05, FINDINGS AND 

DETERMINATIONS; 71.06, PROHIBITIONS; 71.07, SEVERABILITY; 71.08, 

PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The City Manager said, “This is the ordinance regarding 

solicitation on highways. A month ago this was brought before 

the Council for First Reading, and at that point the Council 

tabled it and asked it be brought back in one month for further 

discussion. One month has occurred, and it is back on the 

Agenda.” Mayor Faiella stated, “I went to the County 

Commissioners’ meeting on Tuesday night, and apparently there 

was a meeting between the County Commissioners and a Committee. 

We thought a decision was going to be made on Tuesday night, but 

it wasn’t. It is back in Port St. Lucie’s court, as the County 

Commissioners were all over the place with this. I don’t want 

the City to look bad regarding this decision. If the issue is 

safety, then it should be seven days a week, and not six days a 

week. They indicated six days instead of seven days was better 

than nothing. There is no factual proof that the solicitations 

are causing accidents. There was one accident, and that person 

was let go. I feel that at the present time we should monitor 

this for the next six months, and move on. I highly respect the 

veterans, but there are people out there in camouflage that do 

not have the veterans’ badge. I don’t believe that we should be 

babysitting people, or the government should indicate who to 

give money to. I don’t feel that government should be 

interfering with that. We should monitor it for the next six or 

seven months, and see what happens. I don’t feel that it 

warrants a ban at the present time.” Councilwoman Berger stated, 

“I agree with you.”  

 

Vice Mayor Bartz said, “I’m willing to go with the six months. I 

had a nice discussion with Mr. Brunjes about some of my concerns 
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regarding some of the newspaper sales. I let him know that I 

have not seen it in a while, but I saw a gentleman with a child 

that was probably ten or eleven years old sitting in a chair in 

the median. Mr. Brunjes indicated that it wasn’t allowed, and it 

wouldn’t happen again. I have the utmost confidence in our 

discussion in the fact that these people want to keep their 

jobs, and they understand what the requirements are. I don’t 

think anybody wants to hurt their employment, but the concern 

about safety is still going to be a concern. If we want to hold 

off for six months and review it at that time, my best guess is 

that everybody will be on their best behavior and we won’t have 

a problem and in six months we won’t have to worry about it.” 

Councilwoman Martin said, “I agree with that, and I also agree 

with when it comes to policing people on the street, that people 

have to make their own decisions regarding who they are going to 

give their money to. If we are going to talk about public 

safety, it would have to be an all or nothing issue with me. I 

also haven’t seen any data to support it. This initiative was 

put forth by the county, so it will be interesting to see how 

they move forward with it. They only had one discussion about it 

and were not in a position to make a decision at that time.”  

 

Councilman Kelly said, “If you want to wait six months, that is 

fine, but it doesn’t put it to bed tonight. It is going to come 

back in six months, and I don’t think that putting vehicles with 

people on the street is a good idea. Maybe there has only been 

one accident, and I hate to say it, but another one is going to 

happen. I think the compromise of having no solicitations for 

six days and just on Sunday is better than nothing. Six days of 

people off the street is better than nothing. If everybody 

collected money like the newspaper vendors, it would be safer. 

They have a requirement where they don’t go in the road. Other 

people don’t, they go in between the cars. It isn’t just the 

camouflage guys, but there are dozens of people that are out 

there all of the time. I’m reluctant to go along with it, but if 

that is what the Council wants to do, we have bigger fish to 

fry. I don’t think huge trucks and campers are good with people 

walking in between them all of the time.” Mayor Faiella said, “I 

caution them, as they know what is at stake. I have no facts 

proving that they are causing accidents, so I can’t say it is a 

safety issue on their part.” Councilman Kelly commented, “They 

are just accidents waiting to happen. If somebody gets hurt, or 

God forbid there is a death, it will get pinned on us.” 

Councilwoman Berger asked, “Are you looking to put this to bed 

forever, or until somebody brings it back up again and not put a 

six-month mark on it? We don’t want it to come back every six 

months and spend time on it.” Mayor Faiella advised, “I prefer 
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Chief Reuther monitor it. If he feels that there is a potential 

problem, then he should inform the Council or the City Manager. 

Chief Reuther, has there been a problem except for the one 

accident?” Chief Reuther replied, “No. I haven’t seen any of the 

newspaper people not comply with the rules that have been set 

forth. I think they understand what the rules are. It is 

something that we will continue to monitor. If it becomes a 

larger issue, obviously, I will bring it forward.” Councilman 

Kelly pointed out, “It is not just about the newspaper people, 

as they are the ones that comply. It is everyone else and you 

have seen them; they walk in between the cars for 100 yards.” It 

was the consensus of the Council to have Chief Reuther monitor 

the street vendor sales, and bring it back if he thinks it is 

necessary.  

 

CATHERINE LAVALLE said, “I’m a veteran and a Port St. Lucie 

resident. I have seen the problem not just with people who say 

they are veterans and who are soliciting on the streets, but 

even with our firefighters who are trying to do a great job 

dodging in between traffic and knocking on people’s windows. 

People are throwing money out the window, and it has been a 

problem, so waiting six months is not the answer. Are we waiting 

for an accident to happen before we take action? It is just like 

putting a traffic light in after we have already had an accident 

or a death. Are we waiting for those kinds of things to happen 

before our City takes action? If we don’t take action, the 

county will take action. They are going to readjust their 

ordinance to say that they have to abide by the Florida Statute, 

and one of those is misrepresenting a veteran. I think it should 

be all or nothing. Otherwise, it will be a free-for-all on 

Sundays. It will open up the floodgates, in my opinion. I would 

like to encourage the Council to please consider doing 

something, or it is going to keep going back and forth from the 

City to county, and nobody is going to make a decision. Port St. 

Lucie is the one who actually initially brought it up, and I was 

thankful for that. The county appeared to be waiting until 

somebody else made the decision. I’m very happy that the City 

Attorney’s office brought this ordinance up before you. Thank 

you.”  

 

Mayor Faiella stated, “I want to commend staff for doing an 

excellent job in putting this together and getting the 

information. I know it took a long time. The county has not made 

a decision, and they do not know where they want to go with 

this. They are still negotiating, and they are all over the 

place. If the issue is safety, then it should be seven days a 

week and not just six days a week.”           
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BOB BRUNJES, President of Scripps Treasure Coast Newspaper, 

said, “I have gotten to know some of the people that represent 

us on Sundays. They have relayed to me some of their stories, 

and how they use this income to pay their bills. There is a 

little bit of an overreaction to try to regulate this. There is 

really no hard data to indicate that there is a safety issue. 

Scripps is concerned about the health, safety, and welfare of 

all of our citizens. We will be monitoring our program very 

closely. I can’t speak for the others, but we will have a safety 

program in place. We have been involved in this for 12 years and 

have a pretty good track record. Thank you.” 

 

THOMAS LADOMIRAK, resident, said, “One of my concerns is that 

those people can be a distraction. I have tried to turn a corner 

and am distracted by someone spinning a sign. If you stop to 

look at it, it could cause an accident. I suggest that they wear 

reflective vests and should have a City license, so that you 

know who they are. I’d like to see a requirement on the 

charitable contributions of 75% to the agency to help whatever 

cause that they are funding.”    

 

WENDY ANGIONE, resident, said, “I want to say what a fabulous 

job the firemen have done in every county. In this economy, a 

lot of times people are more apt to give fire fighters money 

than the Shamrocks. I think just walking in Publix parking lot 

is dangerous, as people run you over anywhere in this town. I 

have never had anybody run out in front of me to sell something. 

I want to speak up for the Muscular Dystrophy Association, 

because it is a good cause and they have done so many good 

things for my daughter. A lot of younger people need these jobs, 

as some of the older people aren’t as keen with their reflexes. 

We have to look out for the younger people, so that they have 

jobs. Thank you for letting me speak from my heart.”     

 

JOSEPH PATRONIE, resident, said, “Consider stopping it on 

Friday, since it is payday. Just about every other day there are 

70,000 to 100,000 automobiles passing up and down US 1. Why 

don’t you keep the collectors and all charities stationary at 

traffic lights? There are a number of automobiles going by, so 

they should do fine. I would not eliminate the number of 

collectors, because they need the money and we need the 

charities.”     

 

 b) HILL INTERNATIONAL, INC., CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING 

INSPECTIONS FOR LOUTUS POND REBID, #20110088, TIME AND EXPENSE 

CONTRACT ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $241,012.80, CONTRACT PERIOD IS 300 

CALENDAR DAYS, FUND 403-4126-5688, ENGINEERING 
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The City Manager said, “This is an EWIP contract for CEI 

services for the Loutus Pond area. At the last meeting, you 

selected Hill International as the contractor for this project 

in the amount of $241,012.80. The contract time is 300 days, and 

we do recommend approval.” Councilman Kelly stated, “I think 

that the application was inaccurate. I won’t get into the lies 

and deception, but it was absolutely inaccurate. I will not be 

supporting it, as I did not before.” Councilwoman Martin 

advised, “After looking into it further, the concern that I have 

is there is a credibility issue. Hill attested to the fact that 

they had an address in Port St. Lucie, and even though in the 

body of the document they made mention that they were working on 

a lease, they attested to the fact that it was their address. It 

is a little bit different from making a comment than attesting 

to a document.” Vice Mayor Bartz said, “I did not support this 

last week due to some of the issues that have just been 

discussed, and I will not be supporting it again.”  

 

DAN SOKOL, Hill International, Inc., said, “I know that there 

were some issues regarding our lease, as I thought we had a deal 

with the broker that I dealt with. He even called me last week 

to ask where it was at. The communications between our corporate 

office and the owner of the building halted for some reason, and 

I have no idea why. It has never happened to me before, and 

there was no intent to misrepresent anything. We do have office 

space now, and we had looked at a number of spaces. When those 

communications broke down for whatever was happening with them, 

we were quickly able to sign a lease and occupy space elsewhere. 

We are ready to be here to serve you. There was a point of 

contention with our proposal regarding a statement made by 

Councilman Kelly that Steve Mix, our Senior Inspector, lived in 

Port St. Lucie. Our proposal indicates our Senior Inspector, 

Steve Mix, will be relocating to the City of Port St. Lucie. 

With all due respect sir, we did not say that he lives here. He 

does not live here, but he will be relocating. We are trying to 

bring people into the City. We have contracts with FDOT District 

4 that we will run out of our Port St. Lucie office. We would 

like to grow our business here. There was no intent whatsoever 

to deceive anybody on the Council or any of the selection 

committee members that reviewed our proposal. I will answer any 

questions that you have. We would really like to work with you.” 

Councilwoman Martin clarified, “You were not aware that in the 

document you were attesting to the truth and correctness of the 

information that you provided. It bothers me that you attested 

to that fact. Are you telling me that you weren’t aware that 

there was an attestation clause in that document?” Mr. Sokol 

responded, “I was absolutely certain that we had a deal. I 
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wasn’t dealing with the owner of the building. I’ve negotiated 

six or eight leases in my lifetime, and they have always been 

with a broker. The broker dealt with the owner of the building, 

and the broker and I had 20 conversations. We came to a deal and 

then it went to the building owner’s attorney. At some point, 

and I don’t know what happened, but their attorney didn’t return 

our calls or emails. There was something going on where they 

were putting up a roadblock for us to establish space in that 

building. They put that above obtaining revenue from us. As a 

result, we sought other office space. I apologize if there was 

any misconception, but there was no intent to shade anything or 

deceive anybody.”  

 

Councilman Kelly said, “I disagree with you wholeheartedly, sir. 

The landlord was contacted, and he said there was a huge amount 

of time between the time you stopped negotiating; it was six to 

eight weeks. The point is that you put an address on your 

application that was erroneous. I read from the backup material 

that the manager lived in Port St. Lucie. I also questioned that 

if he lived here, then why would you request $8,000 in travel 

expenses as part of your proposal.” Mayor Faiella stated, “I 

don’t want to get into another debate. The points have all been 

made. I just need to know if we are going to give them the 

contract, or to move on to the next engineering firm.”                 

   

Councilman Kelly moved to deny the contract for Item 12 b). Vice 

Mayor Bartz seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the 

motion as follows: to deny the contract to Hill International 

for Item 12 b). The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

It was the consensus of the Council to try to negotiate a 

contract with the 2nd ranked contractor. 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 a) TEMPORARY LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR RIGHTS OF ACCESS, 

EASTERN WATERSHED IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (EWIP) (SAM’S EAST, INC.), 

LEGAL 

 

The City Manager said, “This is for temporary access through the 

Sam’s property to the Loutus property for trucks entering and 

exiting that site. The only other access is through residential 

neighborhoods. This will allow us to keep the truck traffic 

directly onto US 1. We do recommend approval.”    

 

Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Item 13 a). Vice Mayor 

Bartz seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as 

follows: for approval of Item 13 a). The motion passed 
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unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 b) AM CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC., SUPPLY AND INSTALL SPRAY 

NOZZLE CLEANING SYSTEM AT RO PACKED DEGASIFIER TOWER, #20110078, 

$107,161, CONTRACT PERIOD IS FOR 60 CALENDAR DAYS, FUND 438-

3310-5630, UTILITY SYSTEMS 

 

The City Manager said, “This is for work on the RO Degasifying 

Towers at the Prineville Water Treatment Plant. It is in the 

amount of $107,161. It is a 60-day contract period for 

maintenance on that piece of equipment. We do recommend 

approval.”   

 

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Item 13 b). Councilwoman 

Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion 

as follows: for approval of Item 13 b). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 c) RFP 20110068, GENERAL CONTRACTORS FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

STABILIZATION PROGRAMS NSP-1 AND NSP-3, APPROVAL OF AWARD AND 

CONTRACT DOCUMENTS AND APPROVAL TO ISSUE PURCHASE ORDERS AS 

BUDGET ALLOWS UP TO $500,000 WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COUNCIL ACTION 

WITH THE TOP 10 SCORING GENERAL CONTRACTORS - CONCORD BUILDING 

CORPORATION, SAND DOLLAR DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA, INC., 

A. THOMAS CONSTRUCTION, INC., TRUE COLOR ENTERPRISES 

CONSTRUCTION, INC., DE LA HOZ BUILDERS, INC., SUNNY SOUTH 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC., PBS NATIONAL, INC., EAGLE 

ENTERPRISES, INC., MEHAFFEY CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC., AND CJ 

CONTRACTING, LLC, CONTRACT PERIOD IS FOR 24 MONTHS WITH AN 

OPTION TO RENEW FOR AN ADDITIONAL 24 MONTH PERIOD, FUND 114/116-

5500-5491, COMMUNITY SERVICES   

 

The City Manager said, “This is for general contractors for the 

NSP. There were originally 19 proposals that were submitted. The 

Selection Committee cut it down to 10. They will be contacted 

individually every time a project comes up to give us proposals. 

The recommended are listed on your documentation. We do 

recommend approval.”  

 

LIONEL DUNBAR, Black Street Enterprises, said, “I come before 

you this evening in reference to the evaluations that were done. 

I would like to inform you that I was part of the first 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program, and my company was one of 

the top three contractors awarded the properties to rehab. Two 

weeks ago, I received the evaluations and found I received a 

One. From my past performance, I was the only contractor to 

receive a grade of a One, which is a little disturbing. Since 
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2010, my company has done over $600,000 worth of work for the 

City of Port St. Lucie. I had no formal complaints from the 

Building Department, OMB, or Community Services. I think it was 

a little unfair. Also, in reviewing the document I found that 

there were inaccuracies to the grading, but I saw that a second 

evaluation committee was formed and made corrections. I don’t 

wish to stop the award of the contract, but moving forward, I 

would like a re-evaluation of the contractors that you have on 

the list. I have worked with a lot of them in the past, and they 

are friends of mine. I would like to know moving forward on 

projects that when I submit my request for qualifications, that 

you grade on a scale that is fair. For past performance, I 

received a One. There are contractors on here that have never 

had a contract with the City that received a higher rating than 

I did. Is it based on personal experiences with a committee 

member, or is it based on the documents that were provided? I 

don’t know which, and if that can be clarified to me, I would 

greatly appreciate it.”  

 

Mayor Faiella inquired, “Mr. Pollard, can you explain the 

process, so that we are all clear?” Mr. Pollard responded, “My 

office conducted an RFP to everybody in the area that would be 

interested in being a general contractor for these projects. 

Upon receiving 19 responses, two were declared non-responsive, 

meaning that they didn’t have a complete package and could not 

be considered. We submitted the 17 that remained to an 

evaluation committee that consisted of three people. One person 

is an inspector from the Building Department, the other person 

is from the Community Services Department, and the last person 

was an outside vendor that we used for inspections. They looked 

at things such as past performances, qualifications of the firm, 

experience of the staff and the subcontractor, and whether or 

not they were Section 3 Certified in St. Lucie County. They got 

a point if the business owner lived within the NSP 3 area, and 

also got a point if they were a minority business enterprise. 

The most important factors were qualifications, experience, and 

past performance. There was an issue regarding consistent 

information for a couple of the items. We had the evaluation 

committee reconvene so we could correctly uniformly say whether 

or not the various submitters were Section 3 Certified. It was 

their opinion as to what the scores were. The RFP process can be 

subjective. When you have a group that is scoring, there will be 

differences in the scores. That is why it is a group, and it is 

becoming increasing difficult to get a larger group together to 

be on an evaluation committee. We were lucky to find three 

people that had the time to review them.” Mayor Faiella 

clarified, “So the choice was based on qualifications.” Mr. 
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Pollard explained, “It was based on qualifications, experience, 

and past performance.” Mayor Faiella asked, “It is not based on 

the price?” Mr. Pollard replied in the affirmative and pointed 

out, “At this point we do not have a house to request a quote on 

yet. We are asking for the approval of ten companies that will 

have a master contract that are qualified for this project. When 

we have a project, we advise the ten firms. Each of those ten 

will bring us a price, and then it is based on a price.”  

 

Councilman Kelly said, “Mr. Dunbar stated regarding past 

performances, some of the people never even worked for the City 

before. Are we going off of references from other 

municipalities?” Mr. Pollard responded, “We do ask for 

references. If they have not done actual work with us, we would 

look at references. In some cases, we were familiar with the 

firms. If the committee looks back to see how the project went, 

they score it on that.” Councilman Kelly questioned, “Do you 

feel that you have addressed most of the concerns with the 

reconvene?” Mr. Pollard answered, “As far as the scoring or the 

Section 3 Certification and minority business enterprise, we 

took care of that issue. We do recognize that it was a matter of 

the evaluation committee finding the certificate in the 

proposal. It was important that they were Section 3 Certified 

for St. Lucie County, and would hire people from St. Lucie 

County. I feel the issues have been corrected.” Councilwoman 

Martin said, “I reviewed the scoring, and even with the changes 

with the points, it did not change the order of the top ten.” 

Mr. Pollard advised, “It made a slight difference in the overall 

scores, but no one fell out of the top ten.” Councilwoman Berger 

asked, “Do we have ways to evaluate the quality and performance 

of the contractors that we currently have while they are in the 

life cycle of the contract? That way at the end, there are no 

surprises when we have to rate them on past performances.” Mr. 

Pollard replied, “We caution all of the project managers and 

departments if they are having an issue with a vendor or a 

contractor to document it. They have to document the file if 

there is truly an issue, so that we know.” Councilwoman Berger 

inquired, “Is there a way to set up a simple survey at the end 

of every job?” Mr. Pollard responded, “Like the exit interview.” 

Mayor Faiella pointed out, “If we are indicating it is rated on 

past performance and we have nothing documented, we are not 

really being fair. If we consistently document it, then we don’t 

have to worry about it.” Ms. Shanaberger said, “We have 

evaluation forms that we send out to the contractors and to the 

project managers. Some of them we do quarterly, depending on the 

type of contract, and some are done annually. We do them at 

every renewal. We also send them out to the vendors. Sometimes 
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there are problems in both directions, so we do have a process 

in place that takes care of that.” Mayor Faiella commented, 

“They know exactly where they stand at the end of a job.”                  

 

Councilwoman Berger moved to approve Item 13 c). Councilwoman 

Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion 

as follows: for approval of Item 13 c). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 d) ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES UNLIMITED, INC., REMOVAL AND 

MAINTENANCE OF EXOTIC SPECIES FROM WETLANDS/UPLANDS/NATURAL 

AREAS AND AQUATIC VEGETATION CONTROL AT LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE 

CITY, #20110049, $21,830.71, CONTRACT PERIOD IS ONE (1) YEAR 

WITH FOUR (4) ONE (1) YEAR RENEWAL OPTIONS, FUND 001/421-

1900/7210/7250/7215/7201-5340, PARKS AND RECREATION 

 

The City Manager said, “This is a contract in the amount of 

$21,830.71. It is for the removal of exotic species from 

wetlands, uplands, and natural areas in five different locations 

throughout the City. The documentation indicates that it is a 

one-year contract with four renewals. It is actually a three-

year contract with one three-year renewal. We do recommend 

approval to move forward with this contract.”  

 

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Item 13 d). Councilwoman 

Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion 

as follows: for approval of Item 13 d). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 e) SALE OF NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROPERTY, SELL 1458 

SW BOUGAINVILLEA AVENUE TO AN ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER FOR 

CURRENT INVESTMENT OF $26,841.90, COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 

Ms. Swift-Pollard said, “The Community Services Office 

administers the Neighborhood Stabilization Program. At the end 

of last year as we were rapidly buying properties, we bought a 

blighted home in the Gatlin area. We slated the home for 

demolition and as we were getting ready to demolish the home, a 

gentleman approached us and indicated that it was in a 

Commercial Conversion area. The last thing that we wanted to do 

is to tear down that blighted structure and build a single-

family home in the middle of a Commercial Conversion area. It 

was in the best interest of the City to let it go forward as 

Commercial. We talked to HUD and asked them what to do in this 

situation. They said that we could sell the property for the 

exact amount of money that we had in it. We couldn’t go out to 

bid, we couldn’t make any money, but we shouldn’t lose money. I 
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went to my supervisor, Mr. Oravec, and he asked me to get in 

contact with the two property owners that own the rest of the 

lots. Both property owners felt like they should be the ones to 

purchase the property. Mr. Petrillo owns one lot, and he was the 

one that brought it to our attention. Mr. George owns six of the 

lots. My recommendation was to put the names in a hat or a bowl, 

and pick one. I didn’t know of a fairer process. I put them in 

contact with each other, but they could not come to an 

agreement.”  

 

Councilwoman Martin clarified, “I just want to make sure that 

you don’t have a problem with this process, and you will accept 

the results.” Mr. George stated, “Having two lots in a 

conversion area doesn’t do that property owner or the City any 

good whatsoever. You would need a minimum of three lots. I wrote 

an agreement indicating that we would back off and have him buy 

the property at a fair market value, and sell all eight lots 

together. Mr. Petrillo refused to do that. I have six of them; 

three on Gatlin and two on Bougainvillea. Having only two lots 

would be a problem in the future for the City. It would put him 

in a position where his lots are worthless, and he can’t do 

anything with them except to try to negotiate with me. I think 

that would be very unfair.” Councilwoman Martin pointed out, 

“That is my concern, because we are boxing a property in 

potentially. That person can’t do anything with that lot if he 

is able to purchase it, because there is a three lot minimum 

requirement to be able to do something with them.” Ms. Swift-

Pollard said, “I spoke to Mr. Holbrook earlier who advised me to 

convert it to General Commercial, as we cannot leave any lots 

abandoned.” The City Attorney advised, “It is the isolated lot 

that you can’t convert, which is a part of the Conversion 

Program. If the first gentlemen were to pick up this lot from 

us, we would still have a problem converting it because it would 

leave the other lot isolated, and we can’t do that.”  

 

Mr. Petrillo said, “I’ve tried buying this lot from the 

individual that owned it, as he was in foreclosure. He ended up 

letting it go back to the bank. I talked to the realtor who said 

the City had a shot at it first. This has been going on since 

2009. I have a use for the property. I gave Mr. George a verbal 

agreement that I would sell it, but then I got a two-page 

document that was handwritten and it looked like an attorney 

wrote it. I looked through it, and decided I was not going to go 

through with it. He wanted me to sign off on it for five years 

at an agreed market value of the property at 10% to 15% below 

debt. I was not comfortable doing it, and that is why I agreed 

to the hat.” Mayor Faiella explained, “I was under the 
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impression that you both agreed to do the hat tonight.” Ms. 

Swift-Pollard clarified, “I received an email indicating that my 

recommendation was understood.” Mr. Petrillo pointed out, “I’m 

the one that brought it to the City’s attention.” Mr. George 

said, “We tried to come to an agreement. I promise, I wrote the 

agreement myself. My unbiased way of doing it was to hire three 

realtors where Mr. Petrillo could pick one, I’d pick another, 

and the third one would be independent. We would combine all 

three together to get an approximate CMA. In the agreement, I 

indicated that if we got a price that was within 50% of the CMA, 

we would agree to sell it. I wrote the agreement bias towards 

Mr. Petrillo, realizing I have four lots on Gatlin that are 

worth more than the lots on Bougainvillea. I agreed to split it 

eight ways if we sold them. It was the easiest way to do it, and 

not have a big discussion on it. I tried to present it fairly, 

and if we can’t resolve it now, then it is going to be put off 

for another day. I’m willing to table this, and meet with Mr. 

Petrillo to see if we can come to an agreement.”  

 

Councilwoman Berger inquired, “Can we give this property to a 

non-profit group? We have done so in the past. Just so that we 

are not involved in litigation, because that is where we are 

headed. If that organization wants to sell it for profit, then 

we have nothing to do with it. We won’t make any money on it.” 

The City Attorney responded, “I don’t know.” Ms. Swift-Pollard 

pointed out, “I don’t believe that HUD would like that 

agreement, because if we sell it for exactly what we have into 

it, we are basically telling HUD, ‘Oops.’ If we give it to a 

non-profit, they have to meet a national objective. That would 

mean they would have to use the property that meets HUD’s 

guidelines for low income.” Councilwoman Berger commented, “To 

be honest, I really don’t want to have this piece of property at 

all. This is the most ridiculous thing for us to be involved in. 

I don’t want to hear about the background, and I’m sorry you 

guys have to figure this out in the Conversion Zone. I’m this 

close to changing the policy in the Conversion Zone to make sure 

we can fix this one loss that we have accumulated by accident. 

It is unfortunate, but it is something that we need to talk 

about. We need to table this, so that staff can work on it some 

more. If there isn’t a resolution, then we need to talk about 

policy changes for that Conversion Area.” Mayor Faiella 

remarked, “I was under the impression that they were in 

agreement, so we could resolve it.” Councilwoman Martin pointed 

out, “That is why I asked the question, and I wanted it on the 

record. I didn’t like it from the beginning when I reviewed my 

packet. We are getting involved with private property owners to 

try to work out a deal, and we shouldn’t be doing that.” 
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Councilman Kelly said, “The good news is that we got rid of a 

piece of blighted property at no expense to us, and we have a 

piece of property that we can sell for what we paid for it. I 

say flip a coin, because I’m not going to get involved.” 

Councilwoman Martin clarified, “They don’t agree on the terms.” 

Councilman Kelly stated, “It doesn’t matter. We can sell this 

property to anybody that we want for the same price that we paid 

for it. It is not our problem, as it is their business. They are 

both going to have problems with that property that they will 

have to come back later to resolve.”   

 

Councilwoman Berger said, “There are neighbors to the west of 

this property that are not part of the discussion tonight, 

because staff made the assumption that it would be of good use 

to the two property owners that are here. There is a whole block 

that may be interested.” Mr. Cunningham advised, “We are 

broadcasting this right now on TV20, and the Federal 

Communication Commission License Regulations doesn’t allow us to 

broadcast any kind of lottery or game of chance of any kind. If 

somebody here stands to gain financially, we would be putting 

our FCC license at risk.” Councilman Kelly said, “Councilwoman 

Berger brought up a great point in that we have to open it up to 

the whole neighborhood to give everybody an opportunity.”                  

 

Councilwoman Berger moved to send Item 13 e) back to staff for 

further evaluation to give more suggestions, which may include 

selling it outright. Councilman Kelly seconded the motion. The 

City Clerk restated the motion as follows: to send Item 13 e) 

back to staff for further evaluation. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 f) DISCUSSION REGARDING CITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEMBER 

TERMS, LENGTH OF TERMS AND MAXIMUM NUMBERS OF YEARS OF SERVICE, 

CITY MANAGER 

 

The City Manager said, “The Contractors’ Examining Board members 

have three-year terms. We have a member who has been on the 

board for two terms that is willing to serve a third term. In 

1991, the Council motioned that no one could serve on a board or 

a committee for more than eight years. A reappointment for this 

position would be nine years, which would be one year more than 

their term. We have brought this before you to review. If you 

don’t want to make any changes, then we will proceed in 

accordance with was has been done in the past. You could direct 

us to look at the boards that have three-year terms, and go to 

two or four-year terms. You could set it by a motion that no one 

can serve more than 9 or 12 years, or some other year, but 12 is 
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divisible by anything. Anything else that you chose, we would be 

more than happy to proceed along that line. We are just looking 

for some direction. Right now, when we have boards with three-

year terms, it doesn’t fit with the eight-year limitation. We 

are asking for direction on how you wish to proceed.” Councilman 

Kelly clarified, “We have two boards that have uneven terms.” 

The City Manager responded, “The Contractors’ Examining Board 

and the Civil Service Appeals Board both have three-year terms, 

and some have one or two-year terms. A couple of them don’t have 

any terms.” Councilman Kelly suggested, “I’d be willing to 

change it to two-year terms, and that would make them all even 

and we wouldn’t have a problem.”  

 

Councilwoman Berger stated, “I was going to say that the 12-year 

mark would allow it to go to three terms. I would even extend it 

to talk about elected officials having a three term maximum as 

well.” Mayor Faiella asked, “Instead of four years?” 

Councilwoman Berger replied, “We don’t have a maximum term right 

now for elected officials.” Councilwoman Martin questioned, “A 

three-year term or a three term limit?” Councilwoman Berger 

answered, “A three term. It is a consistency issue.” Councilman 

Kelly said, “I would support that, but that is not what is on 

the agenda.” Councilwoman Berger moved to have a 12-year limit 

for all of the boards. Mayor Faiella stated, “I suggest we 

mirror the Planning and Zoning Board. What is the Planning and 

Zoning Board’s term?” Councilwoman Martin remarked, “It is two 

terms.” Councilman Kelly responded, “Eight, and I think eight is 

enough.” Mayor Faiella explained, “This way we can have an 

opportunity for more people to serve.” Councilwoman Martin 

pointed out, “Then we have to change the terms of these two 

boards, and I’m fine with doing that.” Councilwoman Berger 

repeated her motion to make the volunteer boards a 12-year 

maximum, which died for a lack of a second. Vice Mayor Bartz 

inquired, “How often do we see people that actually stay on the 

boards that long?” Councilwoman Berger responded, “We have 

extended some people to allow them to stay.” Vice Mayor Bartz 

asked, “Is that the norm overall?” Councilwoman Martin replied, 

“I don’t know what the norm is. We would have to look at the 

turnover.” Councilwoman Berger advised, “If the maximum number 

of years is eight years, it can’t be the norm if it doesn’t go 

beyond eight years now. My thought is to make it consistent 

across the board. They don’t have to serve the full 12 years, 

but like on the Contractors’ Licensing Board or boards where we 

have a hard time finding the volunteers, this would allow them 

to continue that service if they choose.” Councilman Kelly said, 

“Most of the people over my tenure tended to serve the whole 

eight years, unless they moved away. The volunteer boards are 
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appointed, and I think a lot of elected officials have come from 

volunteer boards. It gives a lot of people an opportunity to see 

how a board works, but 12 years is a long time for me, so I 

won’t support it. I support having two-year terms on all of the 

boards to make it even, and it will resolve the problem.” 

Councilwoman Berger said, “I rescind my motion so that we can 

move forward.”      

  

Councilman Kelly moved to make all of the appointed boards two-

year terms, but the Planning and Zoning Board stays at four 

years. Councilwoman Martin clarified, “So you want to just 

change the Contractors’ Examining Board and the Civil Service 

Appeals Board to two-year terms, with a maximum of eight years.” 

Councilman Kelly remarked, “Make them two year terms.” 

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated 

the motion as follows: to change the Contractors’ Examining 

Board and the Civil Service Appeals Board to a two year term, 

and the maximum term limit will remain at eight years. The 

motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 g) TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC., CHANGE ORDER #2, ANNUAL 

SUPPORT AND LICENSE AGREEMENTS FOR MUNIS SOFTWARE, #20010006, 

$55,549.05, CONTRACT PERIOD 10/26/11 THROUGH 10/25/12, FUND 001-

1320-5462, MIS   

 

The City Manager said, “This is a contract for software 

maintenance. Munis is a software program that the City uses for 

our finance systems, purchasing, budget, and Human Resources. 

This is the maintenance contract for it, and it is a one-year 

contract in the amount of $55,549.05. We do recommend approval.”  

 

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Item 13 g). Councilwoman 

Berger seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion 

as follows: for approval of Item 13 g). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

h) FY 2011 COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES (COPS) 

SECURE OUR SCHOOLS GRANT, 2011-CK-WX-0062, AWARD TOTALING 

$156,894 UNDER THE PROJECT TITLE “SECURE OUR SCHOOLS” (SOS), TO 

HIRE PERSONNEL, PURCHASE EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING, THERE IS A 50% 

GRANT MATCHING REQUIREMENT of $78,447, GRANT PERIOD IS FROM 

10/1/11 TO 9/30/13, POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

The City Manager said, “The City was awarded this two-year 

grant. Port St. Lucie and Orlando were the only two cities in 

the State of Florida awarded this grant. It is to hire a 

civilian person to secure our schools, which includes equipment 
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and training as well. The grant is in the amount of $156,894, 

half of which is from the Federal Government and half is via a 

local match. It is a two-year grant. You will see that the 

Police Department is proposing that their 50% of the match for 

this year would come out of their Forfeiture Fund. We are 

recommending approval of this, so that we can hire a person to 

work with all of the schools. As you know, we only have School 

Resource Officers in the high schools. We would be able to do a 

coordination of programs with all of the schools with this 

person.” Mayor Faiella asked, “How have the officers in the high 

schools been working out? Are our police officers still getting 

called out there?” Chief Reuther replied, “Right now there is a 

police officer and a Sheriff’s Deputy that handle most of the 

activities that occur. If they are not on campus, it may require 

a police officer to respond. The SRO Program has been 

significantly reduced, and we are still having issues in the 

elementary and middle schools. This will enable us to enhance 

our visibility, and we will have a liaison to work with the 

school security and the principals on some of the safety and 

lockdown drills, which are not occurring frequently. They will 

prepare a safety assessment on the schools, and work with the 

zone officers and repeat calls of service problems that are 

going on right now that require dispatching a police officer. A 

lot of times when there are issues in the elementary and middle 

schools, they contact Sergeant Dimeo. This will alleviate him 

from having to respond to a lot of those issues by having 

somebody there. We are going to start with the elementary 

schools, and work from there to see if we can expand it to cover 

the rest of the schools.”             

   

Councilman Kelly moved to approve Item 13h). Councilwoman Martin      

seconded the motion. Councilwoman Berger asked, “Will this be a 

contract employee?” Chief Reuther replied, “Yes. The contract 

has just been completed. It is for two years, which is the 

length of the grant. If it is not renewed or if we decide to not 

move forward and make it part of the budget process, then that 

position will be cut. The contract would end and that would be 

the end of that employee.” Councilwoman Berger inquired, “Are 

you hiring somebody from the outside, or are you pulling them 

from a recall list?” Chief Reuther responded, “We have the 

ability to look for somebody that has prior law enforcement 

experience, and perhaps even experience as an SRO. There are a 

couple of people that have worked in the organization in the 

past that fit the bill. I haven’t posted anything yet, but we 

would like to identify someone that has the knowledge and skills 

that we can hire, rather than going outside and advertising. We 

are going to look for someone that has worked for the Police 
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Department in the past.” Mayor Faiella said, “I know we were 

awarded the COPS Grant because we are one of the safest cities.” 

Chief Reuther stated, “The double-edged sword is when you look 

around the country in places like Camden, New Jersey, laying off 

100 officers or Trenton, New Jersey, laying off 105 officers, 

there are significant crime issues there. When they look at 

using federal dollars, those are the cities that are going to be 

the first ones to be awarded the grant money. We are a very safe 

City, and we have a low crime rate.” The City Clerk restated the 

motion as follows: for approval of Item 13 h). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

 i) EAGLE ENTERPRISES, INC., LYNGATE DRIVE SIDEWALK 

CONSTRUCTION AND ASSOCIATED DRAINAGE MODIFICATION PROJECT, 

#20110100, $151,686.50, WHICH INCLUDES A $10 ONE-TIME 

INDEMNIFICATION FEE, CONTRACT PERIOD IS 90 CALENDAR DAYS FROM 

10/11/11 THROUGH 01/08/12, FUND 118-5900-5340, ENGINEERING 

 

The City Manager said, “This is a contract to replace the 

asphalt sidewalk along Lyngate Drive from Veterans Memorial 

Parkway to Morningside Drive. There were seven firms that bid 

for this work. The lowest bid was from Eagle Enterprises in the 

amount of $151,686.50. This is a CDBG funded project, and we 

recommend approval.”   

 

Vice Mayor Bartz moved to approve Item 13 i). Councilwoman 

Martin seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion 

as follows: for approval of Item 13 i). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

j) FORFEITURE FUNDS, REQUEST TO EXPEND $128,640 OF 

FORFEITURE FUNDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH F.S.S. 932.7055(4) AND 

FEDERAL GUIDELINES, POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

The City Manager said, “This is a request from the Police 

Department to extend $128,640 of Forfeiture Funds in accordance 

with F.S.S. 932.7055(4), and the federal guidelines. As I noted 

previously, this is where the match for the prior grant would 

come from. There is a full list of the items that the 

expenditures would be used for attached to your documentation. 

We do recommend approval.”   

 

Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Item 13 j). Vice Mayor 

Bartz seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as 

follows: for approval of Item 13 j). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 
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k) JORDAN CONNORS GROUP, INC., CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR 

STATE LOBBYING SERVICES FOR 2012, CITY MANAGER 

 

The City Manager stated, “This is a request to renew a contract 

with Mr. Jordan Connors’ Group for state lobbing services for 

the fiscal year 2011/2012. It has the same conditions as last 

year, and we do recommend approval.” Mayor Faiella said, “For 

the record, he does an awesome job.”    

 

Councilwoman Martin moved to approve Item 13 k). Councilman 

Kelly seconded the motion. The City Clerk restated the motion as 

follows: for approval of Item 13 k). The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

14. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

VICE MAYOR BARTZ – EAGLE SCOUT CEREMONY AND FALL FESTIVAL 

 

Vice Mayor Bartz said, “Councilwoman Berger and I were honored 

to attend an Eagle Scout ceremony on Saturday night. It was for 

a young man that we have known for quite some time. Mayor, you 

signed off on his Certificate of Recognition. His family is 

incredible, and he has grown to be a delight. He is attending 

college and came home for the ceremony. Also, the Fall Festival 

is coming up, and I’m surprised Councilman Kelly did not talk 

about it.” Councilman Kelly stated, “I figured we would wait 

until it got closer. I do all of the preparations before the 

Fall Festival, but Vice Mayor Bartz is there 24 hours a day.” 

Vice Mayor Bartz said, “The festival has arts and crafts and 

vendors. We work with the Police Department, the Explorers, and 

PAL to put on a haunted house. We have safe trick-or-treating 

for the children with costume contests. It is a lot of fun, and 

people look forward to it every year. There is no admission, but 

there is a charge to park your car for $5 no matter how many 

people are in it. We have a kickoff on Wednesday night with 

entertainment and rides. It is a good time to bring the kids out 

and feel safe with them.” Councilman Kelly pointed out, “They 

also have a talent contest on Saturday night. Last year we had 

good weather, and we estimated that we had over 25,000 people 

from Wednesday through Sunday. The Port St. Lucie Downtown 

Lion’s Club and the City of Port St. Lucie sponsors it every 

year. This is our tenth year. It will be held at the Digital 

Domain Park.”    

 

COUNCILWOMAN BERGER – COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR 

 

Councilwoman Berger stated, “Regarding Coffee with the Mayor, 
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I’d like to consider in the future rotating it, so that the 

whole burden is not on the Mayor. We could rotate it so that 

each council member has an opportunity within their district to 

bring business to local areas, like a restaurant. I’d like to 

start discussing what we can do in a more organized fashion, so 

that all of us can participate and make sure that we are 

enabling our businesses to be a productive part of the process.” 

Mayor Faiella said, “We will get with Mr. Cunningham to see how 

we can arrange the schedule, and what district we want to start 

with.” Councilwoman Martin said, “I think it is a good idea, and 

I would be more than happy to do it. Plus, with different times, 

it gives the citizens an opportunity to attend. Not everybody 

can make it at 8:30 a.m. on a Friday. Also, it gives us a 

variety of people that can attend, so that we don’t have the 

same people showing up time and time again. It is good to have 

that, but it is also good to have that diversity within the 

district. I’m sure the businesses in the community will be very 

thankful for it.”  

 

COUNCILWOMAN MARTIN – FORT PIERCE CELEBRITY PAL EVENT  

 

Councilwoman Martin said, “The Celebrity PAL event was great. 

They had almost 1,000 people there, and raised over $50,000. We 

need to get on the bandwagon and do something like that for our 

PAL and Explorers.” Mayor Faiella stated, “We are going to 

organize it, and hold it in our Civic Center to raise money for 

our PAL. It was an exciting and fun evening, because we saw 

everyone out of character having fun.” Councilwoman Martin said, 

“Mindy Fetterman did an amazing job.”       

 

MAYOR FAIELLA – GOVENOR RICK SCOTT AND THE PINK HEALS TOUR  

 

Mayor Faiella said, “I just came back from Tallahassee where I 

met with the Governor’s Cabinet. Hopefully, he will be coming to 

our City next month or at the latest, in February. Also, 

Tradition had the Pink Heals Tour this afternoon.” Councilwoman 

Martin commented, “There were a lot of people out there, and it 

was great.” Mayor Faiella stated, “Jane Rowley had me on a red 

Corvette for the opening ceremony, which was pretty neat.”     

 

15. ADJOURN  

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 

p.m. 

_____________________________  _________________________________ 

Karen A. Phillips, City Clerk April Stoncius, Deputy City Clerk 


