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INTER-OFFICE MEMO
TO: Gregory J. Oravec, Assistant City Manager
FROM: Brad Keen, Parks Administrator W

THROUGH: Sherman Conrad, Parks & Recreation Director
RE: Proposed Winterlakes Park- Preliminary Development Costs

DATE: February 15, 2012

Pursuant to your request, I am providing some preliminary cost estimates to develop the city
owned property known as the “Winterlakes Park” site.

As you are aware, this project was originally listed in the Parks & Recreation Department’s 2003
“Parks Projects Improvement Program & Six-Year Development Plan.” In 2007, the project was
deferred as a result of the City leasing the property to the St. Lucie School District for use as a
temporary school site. The School District has informed us that they intend to vacate the 28.5
acre site once their lease expires in July, 2012.

The School District spent a considerable- amount of money constructing infrastructure
improvements to the site, including:

e Site clearing and grading
Site surface drainage & stormwater retention
Underground drainage structures, including pipe and catch basins
Asphalt paving, including driveways, parking lots and travel lanes
Concrete sidewalks
A children’s playground
A large covered basketball pavilion with attached restrooms
Water/sewer and electric utilities
Site fencing

@ 9 @ % & o o o

2195 SE Airoso Blvd.
Port St. Lucie, FL 34984
Telephone: (772) 878-2277
Fax: (772) 871-5290




The School District is in the process of removing the hybrid portable classrooms from the site.
Once decommissioning of the temporary school is completed and the lease expires, the School
District will return the site to the City with most of the infrastructure improvements listed above
substantially intact. However, additional improvements will have to be made to the property in
order for it to open as a day use recreation site.

The following are my preliminary cost estimates for site improvements that will enable the
public to access and enjoy a large neighborhood recreation area at the Winterlakes Park site:

Improvement Preliminary estimated cost
1. Topographic & Boundary survey $10,000
2. Additional site work o convert a former

school site to a public park (grading, fill,

drainage, utilities, sidewalks) $50,000

3. Park furniture (picnic tables, grills, small pavilions) ‘ $40,000
4. Seal coat/restriping of existing parking lot $ 8,000
5. Irrigation pump and recharge well $15,000
6. Irrigation pipe, spray heads, timers, control wire $15,000
7. Fencing $ 7,000
8. Miscellaneous sod and landscaping $20,000
9. Park signage , $ 5,000
10. Engineering ' : $20,400
Preliminary estimated site improvement costs - $ 150,400

I would like to reiterate that the above list of improvements and associated costs are preliminary
and are not intended to serve as an approved project construction budget. The improvements and
cost estimates are likely to change depending on the condition of the site once the School District

vacates the property.

The value in developing this site, even in phases, is that the majority of the project’s “below
ground” costs and site infrastructure are already paid for and in place. The School District
should be commended for designing their temporary school site so that it could be easily
transformed to a public park. The comparatively low cost of above ground improvements will
result in a large public recreational area that will reduce the current use pressures on our existing
park facilities.

If you have questions or comments, or if further information regarding this topic is desired,
please advise.
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INTER-OFFICE MEMO

TO: Gregory J. Oravec, Assistant City Manager

FROM: Brad Keen, Parks Administrator %%

THROUGH: Sherman Conrad, Parks & Recreation Director

RE: Survey Findings on Muﬁicipal Dog Park Facilities (REVISED)

DATE: February 15,2012

Dog Parks are increasing in number and popularity across the country. In the past several years,
the Parks & Recreation Department has fielded an increasing number of requests and inquiries
from local citizens asking where they can walk/exercise their dogs within the City. Currently, it
is a violation of City Code Chapter 96.83 “for a person to be responsible for the entry of a dog or
other domestic animal into areas other than automobile parking concourses and walks
immediately adjacent thereto, and in such areas as may be clearly marked “Domestic Animals
Permitted in this Area”; except and unless prior approval is obtained from the Director, or his

designee.

We advise all persons inquiring as to where they can walk their animal that dogs are authorized
in the following City properties/areas, provided they are restrained at all times on adequate
leashes not greater than six feet in length:

o The C-24 Canal right-of-way at Oak Hammock Park

e Wood Stork Trail

e O,L. Peacock Park at Dreyfus Lake

¢ Midport Lake on Veterans Mermorial Boulevard

@ Jessica Clinton Park (ouiside perimeter sidewalk only)

e Mariposa Cane Slough Preserve

2195 SE Airoso Blvd.
Port St. Lucie, FL 34984
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Dog Park Survey Results

Page 2

Pursuant your request, we contacted 12 Florida cities and counties to ask whether or not they
offered a dog park facility to their residents. The following information is a summary of our

findings:
Cities/Counties contacted:
1. Brevard County
2. QGainesville
3. Hollywood
4. Miami
5. Ocala
6. Orange County
7. Orlando
8. Palm Bay.
9. Pompano Beach
10. Stuart

11. Tallahassee
12. St. Petersburg

The telephone survey was comprised of the following questions:

1. Does your City provide a public dog park?
2. If so, what size? (acreage or sq. feet)
3. How is it designed, i.e., is it separated into two sections (small dog, large dog)? Do you
have a third section that is allowed to “rest while the other two sections are active?”
4, Isthe grass irrigated?
5. 1Is your park staffed?
6. What are the operating hours?
7. Is the dog park lighted for night time use?
8. What other facilities are associated with the dog park, (i.e., restrooms, water fountains,
dog paths, pavilions, benches, etc.)?
9. What is your estimated annual maintenance cost?
Survey Results:
Question #1: Of the 12 cities/counties surveyed, 10 have at least one dog park:
1. Brevard County (3 parks)
2. Gainesville (3 parks)
3. Hollywood (3 parks)
4. Miami (3 parks)
5. Ocala (1 park under lease to private operator)
6. Orange County (7 parks)
7.

Pompano Beach (1 park)

2195 SE Airoso Bivd.
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9.

Stuart (1 park)
Tallahassee (2 parks)

10. St. Petersburg (6 parks)

The City of Ocala leases city property to a private individual who operates one dog park. It is
operated and maintained solely by volunteers. Surprisingly, the City of Orlando offers no public
dog park facilities, however Orange County offers six facilities with Orlando addresses. The
City of Palm Bay has no designated dog park facilities, but their public parks are “dog friendly”.

Question #2: If so, what size?

. Brevard County — 1.5 to 3.1 acyes

Gainesville — Their largest park is 75,900 square feet (1.74 acres), the second facility is
40,000 sq. ft. (91 acres), and their 3" facility is 43,700 sq. ft. (approx. 1 acre).
Holiywood — the City’s three dog park facilities are approximately ¥4 to ¥ acre each in
size.

Miami — Average size for all three facilities is one acre.

Ocala — The volunteer designed and operated dog park is 4 %2 acres.

Orange County — Their parks range from one acre to three acres in size.

Orlando — N/A

Palm Bay —N/A

Pompano Beach — 1.9 acres, with recent approval to expand the facility by one additional
acre.

. Stuart — Approximately 1/3 acre.
. Tallahassee — Their large park is approximately one acre in size. Their small park

approximately %2 acre.

. St. Petersburg — Five facilities are approximately one acre in size. The sixth facility is %

acres.

- Question #3: Of the 10 cities surveyed, the majority of facilities are designed to feature two
areas for dogs: one for large animals and one for small breeds, with no additional areas that can
be placed under a scheduled downtime for rest and maintenance purposes. The exceptions are:

1.

2.

A
3.

Miami — One park separates large and small dogs into separate areas, but the other two
parks offer only one fenced in area for all dogs.

Pompano Beach — Their proposed expansion of the existing facility will allow them to
rest one area while the other areas are active.

St. Petersburg — All parks are divided into large and small areas. While their facilities do
not have an area set aside for rest, they do have “time-out” areas for dogs that misbehave.

Question #4: The majority of cities offer facilities that do not irrigate the turf areas within their
dog park facilities. The exceptions are:

2195 SE Airoso Blvd.
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Dog Park Survey Results
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1. Hollywood — Only one of three dog parks has irrigated turf.

2. Ocala — The dog park has no irrigation for the turf but the trees within the facility are
irrigated

3. Pompano Beach — The grass is irrigated with reclaimed water.

4. St. Petersburg — Grass is irrigated.

Question #5: Only two of the cities staff their facilities:

1. Hollywood — One of their three facilities is a dog beach and is staffed by Park Rangers.
Dogs are allowed to run off leash, but must stay within the designated area (about 100
yds. long). The City offers remdent and non-resident daily permits and a six-month
canine beach pass.

2. Ocala - The dog park is staffed by volunteers only.

Question #6: With slight variations, all dog parks offered by the cities/counties surveyed are
open from dawn to dusk. The one exception was the City of Hollywood’s dog beach, which
allows dogs on the beach on Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 4 to 8 during the summer
months and 3 to 7 during daylight savings time. The Ocala facility is open 8 AM to 7 PM in the
summer and 8 AM to 6 PM in the winter (closed Thursday and Friday for maintenance).

Question #7: Is the dog park lighted for night time use?
1. Gainesville — One park is lighted until 11:00 PM as it's located within a larger
community park that has lighted ball fields.

Question #8: What other facilities are associated with the dog park (i.e., restrooms, water
fountain, dog paths, pavilions, benches, etc.)?

Brevard County — Watering station and benches.

Gainesville — Dog parks offer water fountains for both canines and people.

Hollywood ~ Provides doggie waste stations offering plastic bags, water stations, shade
trees, picnic tables, and park benches. Restroom and pavilions, while not part of the dog
facility can be found in other areas of the larger community park. Dogs must be kept on
leash when outside the dog areas.

Miami — Water fountains and some benches are provided.

Qcala ~ The volunteer run park offers one 30° x 30° pavilion and six park benches.
Orange County — Shelters, water stations and doggie waste stations.

Pompano Beach — Offers a dog bath, two water fountains and six benches.

Stuart — Restrooms were already located within the community park. The dog park offers
water fountains for canines and people, one pavilion and park benches.

9. Tallahassee — Offers a “pump” where a patron can pump water for their dogs.

10. St. Petersburg — All parks offer water fountains, fencing and sidewalks.
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Question #9: Estimated annual maintenance cost:

1.
2. Gainesville - $2,000 per year per park ($6,000 total).

3. Hollywood — Approximately $10,000 per year for all 3 parks
4,
5
6

Brevard County - $5,000 per year per park ($15,000 total).

Miami — Approximately $3,000

. Ocala — Approximately $10,000

. Orange County - $4,000 per park per year ($28,000)
7. Pompano Beach — Approximately $16,000 annually.
8.
9.
1

Stuart - $2,000 for the dog facility. Other park maintenance is contracted out.
Tallahassee — Unable to provide an annual maintenance cost.

0. St. Petersburg - Approxnnately $6,100 annually

Analysis Summary

It would appear, based on the responses provided by the surveyed cities and counties that the
following minimum criteria should be factored into the design and planned operation of any
canine facility the City of Port St. Lucie may contemplate:

@

A dog park should be designed with a minimum of two separate, fenced enclosures, one
for small dogs and the other for large animals. A third area which would be rotated into
and out of service with the other two areas is preferred.
Each area within the dog park should be a minimum of 1 acre in size.
While not a common practice, it would be advisable to irrigate the grass areas within each
dog enclosure. The irrigated area will recover faster, especially if a third area is allowed
to be placed into downtime for rest and maintenance.
Operating hours are typically dawn to dusk. A PSL facility would follow the existing
neighborhood park operating hours of 8 AM to dusk. In the event the facility is located
within an existing community park, the 9:30 PM light curfew and 10:00 PM park closing
would be observed.
The dog park would be unmanned, or, monitored and maintained by existing on-site staff,
if located within an existing community park.
Ancillary features of a planned canine facility should include:

o 6 foot chain link fencing, with double gated entry/exit areas.
Shade trees and/or pavilion.
Water fountains for both canines and people
Park benches and trash cans.
Doggie waste stations.
Water fountains for canines and park patrons
Various play features and obstacles (false hydrants, jumps, elevated platforms,
etc.)

Q 0O 0 0O 0o o
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o If located within an existing community park, the issue of restrooms and parking may be
anon-issue. If developed on raw ground, these facilities will be necessary and probably a
requirement of the city’s site plan review and approval process.

e The Parks Division’s operating budget will have to find or budget an average of $5,000 to
$7,500 annually to cover the maintenance of a dog park facility. This budget number
may be significantly increased if additional wtility services are needed(restrooms).

e Location of a dog park facility must be carefully considered, whether it is located within
an existing community park or developed on a previously undeveloped neighborhood
park site. The presence of dogs within a community park must not adversely impact the
historical and current uses of our facilities (noise, attracting small and/or unattended
children, possible odors associated with the intended use). Alternatively, if the dog park
is proposed for development on a neighborhood park site, the impact to the surrounding
residences must be fairly considered.

Staff has explored the possibility of locating a dog park facility at Lyngate Park. Although, no
engineering or survey work has been performed to determine the exact location within the park,
there appears to be sufficient area to construct a small facility away from the ball fields but
within reasonable walking distance to an existing restroom facility and parking area.

I have attached a matrix showing the results of the survey as requested. If you require additional
information, or would like me to research this matter in greater detail, please advise.

2195 SE Airoso Blvd.
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Opening-Remarks

*Sherman Conrad, CPRP
Parks & Recreation Director

*Local Parks Impact __umm (Fund #305)
*Parks MSTU (Fund #307)

*Plan may change based on
community needs.
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2003 Parks Improvement Plan
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Revised Parks Improvement Plan
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Rivergate Boat Ramp at Veterans Memorial
Park,







Site of proposed C-24 Canal
Park Boat Ramp
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Original Skate Q.Q h@sﬁ. « 1998)




Winterlakes Park Conceptual Master Plan
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PSL Elks Lodge #2658 Neighborhood Park,




City of Port St Lucie T ———

1. PSL Civie Center, 9221 SE Civic Center Place
= 2. Community Center / Parks & Recreation Main Offices,
2010-2011 PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES 2 Somemy conrpuso & fors
*see co ty center ¢ services for details of sites amenities 3 Ravenswood Center / Offices & Program Cenler, 400 SW Ravenswood Ln
(Facilily closed reconstruction to be done)
4. The Saints at Port St Lucic / Golf Course, 2601 SE Morningside Blvd. (772) 398-2901

COMMUNITY PARKS: Developed Active Use Facilitics (night use & Lights)
5. Sportsmans Park, 201 NW Prima Vista Blvd. (night use & lights)
6. Sportsmans Park West, 220 NW lrving St. (football fields & track, with lights)
7. Lyngate Park, 1301 SE Lyngate Dr. (night use & lights)
8. Sandhull Crane Park, 2353 SE Scenic Park Dr off Walton Rd. (night use & lights)
9. Whispering Pines Park, 800 SW Darwin Blvd (nght use & lights)
Raobert Minsky Gymnasium within Park (772) 344-4142
® Skate City - skateboarding & rollerblading within Park (highted) (closed)
10? Jessica Clinton Park, 3200 SE Southbend Blvd. (night use & lights)

COMMUNITY SOCCER PARKS: Primary Soccer Use Facilities
11. Swan Park, 700 SW Carmelite St. (night use & lights)
12 Wilham McChesney Park, 1585 SW Cashinere Blvd. St Lucie West (night use & lights)

COMMUNITY SPECIAL FACILITIES
13. Veterans Park @ Rivergate, 2200 SE Veterans Memonal Pkwy.
{boat ramps open 24 hours with lighted boardwalk on St Lucie River)
14. Veterans Memorial Park, 2100 SE Veterans Memorial Pkwy.
(ceremonial grounds & monuments)
15. Tom Hooper Park, 2340 SE Rivergats Pkwy (lightsd & boardwalk on St Lucie River)
16. Oak Hummock Park, 1982 SW Villanova Rd (boat ramp on C-24 canal & trails)
17. Mary Ann Cernuto Park, 2060 SE Gsand Dr. (central plaza in East Lake Village)
18. Botanical Gerdens, 2410 SE Westmorelund Blvd.

MNEIGHBORHOOD PARKS: Active & Passive Use Facilitics (closed at dusk)
19. Rotary Paik, 2101 SE Tifluny Ave.
20, Kiwanis Park, 1320 SE Floresta Dr.
21. Fred Cook Park, 400 SE Glemwood Ave,
22 River Place Park, 690 Bayou Courtry Rd (off St James Dr. / Lazy River Pkwy.)
23, Chusles E. Ray Park, 5626 NW Manville Dr. {covered basketball / pavillion)
24. Girl Scout Friendship Park, 315 NW Heather St.
25. Jaycee Pack, 1301 SW Bayshore Bivd.

YMCA Program Center al Park (772) 878-7337

26. TMirtle Run Park, 1945 SW Cameo Blvid
27 PSL Elks Lodge #2658 / Friendship Park, 2264 SE West Blackwell Dr
28 Woodstork Trail, 1957 SE Hillmoor Dr. (sidewalk trail uround lake)
29. O.L. Peacook Si. Park / Lake, 1950 SW Dreyfuss Bivd

NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACES: Limited or No Facilitics (closed at dusk)
30. Midport Lake, 1800 SE Veterans Memorial Plwy.
(model boating wnd dogs permitied on leash)
31. Loyalty Park, 2810 SE Morningside Hivd.
32, Sendpiper Bay Park, 1870 SE Westmorelond Blvd
33. Doat Park, 425 SE Doat St

34 Whitmore 474 SE Whitmors Dr.

O Parks and Recreation P_.W._mn i Tl_vwrau..mn:L Dr.
36. Gulf Sueam Park, 210 NE Asdsley Dx

D City Limit 37 lan T. Zook Park, 5600 NW Manville Dr.
38, Milner Tot Lot, 5160 NW Milner Dr.

avyﬂxww ; ; gl A ‘ ; . —  Main Roads 3. Mariposa Cane Slough Preserve, 2280 SE Mariposa Ave.
"ﬁmnﬂﬂm}-—-—ﬁU?_ : g T e : : s <E0 ‘—llu ﬁ.__,.:ﬂrxwawﬂ:nura_.,:.ﬂm ions Yard, 1901 SW Hampshirc Ln.

7
(B) Treasuse Coast Model Railvoad Club, 273 SW Becker RA. (772) 021-9636
T72-878-22T7

PROJECTS UNDER DESIGN
(C) Canal Purk, Oskridge Dr. (C-24 boat ramps with ocean aceess)

Prepated By City of Port St Lucle
MLS Depastment
Thursday, February 02, 2012
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CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE
MASTER PLAN FOR TORINO PARK
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Original Concept
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