COUNCILITEM 13e
DATE  4/23/12

City of Port St. Lucie

Memorandum
TO: MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL
_ O
FROM: GREGORY J. ORAVEC, CITY MANAGER

DATE: APRIL 19, 2012

SUBJECT: REQUEST BY VETA GARDNER TO PUBLICIZE A CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR
CARL GARDNER

This memorandum serves to relay a request from Ms. Veta Gardner to publicize an event entitled “A
Celebration of Life of the original lead singer & founder of The Coasters Carl Gardner”, which is
scheduled for 4 p.m., Sunday, April 29, 2012, at the Civic Center. Ms. Gardner would appreciate any
PSLTV 20 programming that the City can provide to bring attention to the event and to celebrate the life
of one of our late famous residents.

While this is an atypical sponsorship request, | believe that it provides our Communications Department
with an opportunity to offer some interesting programming and to pay homage to a very talented
resident, the late Mr. Gardner. Please provide me with direction on this request.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Please
be advised that the event has been listed on the Civic Center’s calendar, which is found on the City’s
website.

Thank you.
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THE COASTERS.

Show business has never seen a group quite like THE COASTERS®. They occupy a special niche
in the music field. Because of their style and approach, they are in a class of their own. No wonder
THE COASTERS® are labeled “THE CLOWN PRINCE’S OF ROCK AND ROLL”,

Nothing in the world is more.difficult to achieve than a long term career in the record business by
being funny. But THE C(_)ASTE_R_S@ have had a long unbroken string of hits all containing
humorous.materials. In this respect, THE COASTERS® are certainly unigue.

THE.COASTERS® first hit “DOWN IN MEXICO”. was released in the spring of 1956. Sold
approximately 500,000 copies. In 1957 they hit the chart with.a double-sided smash “YOUNG
BLOOD?” the “A” side.and “SEARCHIN” The “B” side. Each sold a million copies. This put THE
COASTERS® on the road to a long career.

In 1958 THE COASTERS® again hit-the chart with two blockbuster hits, “YAKETY YAK”
and “CHARLIE BROWN?, these stayed on the Billboard top ten list for several months with
“YAKETY YAK” in the.No:1 position and “CHARLIE BROWN? in the No.2 position. From then
on it was hit after hit for THE COASTERS®, with such hits.as “POISION IVY”, “ALONG
CAMEJONES”, “LITTLE EGYPT”, “LOVE POTION NUMBER 9” “ZING WITH THE
STRINGS OF MY HEART?, “BABY THAT’S ROCK AND ROLL?” and many, many more. Most
of THE COASTERS® materials were written and produced by Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller,
who also wrote for Peggy Lee, The Dixie Cups, Ruth Brown, Elvis Presley, The Drifters, just to
name a few.

THE COASTERS®consists of four vocalists (traveling with them is a (road Manager and a
musical director)

On January 21,1987, Carl Gardner Sr. along with the late Billy Guy, The late Will Jones and the
late Cornell Gunter of THE ORIGINAL COASTERS®; were the first vocal group to be inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall Of -Famé¢ in Cleveland, Ohio. Carl was honored by the Rhythm &
Blues Pioneer-Award in 1994, London, England Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1996, The Vocal
Group Hall Of Fame in 1999, I_n__.1997‘he‘wa_szalso honored.by Robert Minsky the Mayor of Port
St. Lucie; Florida 1997 and was given the key-to the city. Honored by the Lawton Chiles the late
Governor of Florida'in 1997 for his lifetite contribution to the music industry on his 70"
Birthday.

Carl Gardner S’”‘r; was presented with.a plaque from former President Clinton in honor
of Thé Coasters® 45" anniversary which was held at Club Med in Port St. Lucie, Florida.



Hé published his biography in 2007 “Yakety Yak I Fought Back” written by his wife, Veta.
There is now an interestin a movie deal.

Over fifty years THE COASTERS are still going strong under the management of Veta Gardner,
the wife of Carl Gardner Sr. who has managed-the group for over 25 years . and will continue to
do so in Memory of her husband the late Carl Gardner Sr. who went to be with the Lord on June
12,2011. He was 83 years of age: Veta is now the legal owner of the mark “THE COASTERS”
which was assigned to ‘THE . ORIGINAL COASTERS, INC.” on November 27,2000.

Though often imitated, THE.COASTERS® has never been duplicated and continues to do what
they do best “entertain” their audiences.
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